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Scott Redefines Mis`;ing Color Errors
Complicates and Cheapens The Error Fi
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Scott is trying to make me a rich man, and

by John M. Hotchner   ..-,,. 1 .,..
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catalogue listable error.

Now, I find out through a series of Linn's articles (Jan.  16, July 30, rfugust 6, 20 and 27, and September 3) that
Scott has changed its policy, and assumptions upon which I have built my collection are all wrong. Happily for me ,.,,..e     Scott has decided to add to the list of what constitutes an error, so I and others who have bought carefully, will now      -

enjoy a windfall since errors get a catalogue listing and have far more intrinsic value than randomly misperforated
or color misregistered stamps.

Despite my windfall, I think Scott has departed radically from a clear and comprehensible policy, and in doing so
has made a colossal mistake. Before I get into the whys of my opinion, let's be certain we all understand what Scott
has done.

Continued on page 2 -
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Continued from page 1 -

Specifically, Scott has decided to list as errors misperforations and color misregistrations that result in the loss of a
color that was intended to be in the stamp design,

This comes, according to author Charles Snee in a front page article in the Sept. 3 Linn's from Scott's "policy of
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missing element; thus no missing color.

As can be seen, Scott's new policy complicates what used to be a simple equation, and I believe it is nonsensical.
Here are the rcasons. Before this new policy, a missing color error started from one concrete fact. The stamp that
you saw was otherwise properly prepared, that is to say, it was a normal stamp except for the fact that a color was
100% hissing.
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reversing what stood as Scott's own standard for over 100 years. Those who know me know that I support change
when it is logical. This is not.

The color did not fail to print. In the case of misperforatious, it is printed exactly where it is supposed to he. How
can this he called an error? In the case of a misregistration, the design has been altered not by failure to print, but
by the color landing beyond the confines of the perforations. This may have slightly more claim to being called an
error, hut still not in my book.

One of the essential elements of an error used to be that it had to be total and exactly repeatable. With this policy
change, Scott has now erased the second half of that definition. Simply put, misperforations and color misregistra-
tions are rarely exactly the same from pane to pane. So we will now have missing color "errors" with different de-
grees of misperforation or misregistration.

Scott has every right to settle on its own policies. They are a private, for profit enterprise. They rule their own
roost. The sad thing is that Scott, because it has no effective competition in making policy for its catalogues makes
policy for the hobby. In redefining missing color errors they have both complicated the collecting field and cheap-
ened it. In my view this decision was taken without adequate consultation with the hobby and is based upon an in-
adequately thought out premise.

I hope that the rest of the community - collectors -expertisers - dealers and album makers will not give these varie-
ties the respectal)ility of being called "errors". But given the financial elements involved, I suspect I an spitting
into the wind.
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Errors Pertaining To The Production Of The Hologram:

Given the complex technology that is used in the production of a hologram  it is not difficult to
understand why errors can occur in the produetion of a hologram.  Some of these errors are:

/#correcf J#2ages 0#  77ze fro/ogrczm:   The  image  shown on the hologram may not be a tnre
description of the event that was intended to be described.  We have seen this in the printing of
stamps where the wrong name was used for a person or the name was spelt incorrectly.   The
recently produced US stamp of Buflalo Bill is an example of this t)pe of error.  To determine if
there is an error in the hologram, it has to be examined very carefully.

/#correcdy Predz"ecJ fro/ogrz#zs:  As noted above, the production of a hologram is extremely
complex and the discovery of holography by a British scientist only occuned after the war.  It is
therefore  not  surprising that  defects  can  occur  during the  production  process  in one of the
numerous steps involved.  Therefore, if one finds holograms on stamps that are not exact replicas
of one another, it can be assumed that the two holograms are from different production runs.

A4isccif fro/ogran:  The holograms have to be cut before they are applied to the sheet of stamps, or
if they are a stamp in itself the exact image of the hologram has to be cut.  Generally, the hologram
produced is larger than what appears on the stamp or souvenir sheet.  It is therefore not surprising
tthat during the cutting process the holograms are not always cut exactly the same.  For example,
thehologramsusedbyCanadaPostontheflyerSecre/so/ajJo/ogrcw»weremuchlargerthanthe
hologranusedonthepostagestamp.Thecuttingprocesshasresultedinvariousrfuscutholograns
found on Canadian stamps often dubbed as High Orbit', 'Low Orbit', etc.  (the ofoit relates to the
position of the flying shuttle in ofoit).
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other, it camot be easily detected except by the thickness.  However, if it is not applied exactly one
on top of the other, it can be easily detected.

/over/edf7o/ogrz#e:  Holograms can also be applied inverted.  This error occurs either because the
sheet of stamps is fed into the machine which applies the holograni upside down or because the
hologram is placed upside down when being applied.  Examples of the inverted holograni on the
42-cents holographic stamp of Canada tuned-up in Montreal, however on closer exaniination it
was determined that these were not true errors but falces that were produced.

SjcJe P/acec7 fro/ogrom:  Holograms may also appear with a 90° turn or on its side.  The cause of
this error is very similar to that explained above.  Errors of this are most likely when the stamp and
hologram are squares.

Errors Pertaining To Other ASDects of Printing Or Perforating On Ho]ograDhic Stamps:

Errors pertaining to other aspects of printing on holographic stamps can be classified into several
groups.  These groups are common to other stamps printed and I shall briefly descriibe these errors.

Jxpperforc#e S/czmp Errors Wri.frfe fro/ograms:  There are t`ro basic I)pes of inperforate holographic
stamp errors.   The first exists with the perforation not applied to the sheet of stamps where
perforation should exist.   The second exists with imperforate holographs that have not been
applied (i.e. , uncut holograms on paper).  The Bhutan holograms on rolls of paper printed for their
souvenir sheets in 1994 is sueh an example.

Partially Imperforate Stamp Errors With Holograms..  Paatia,Ily in:pedola;te stamp eHols ewist
when the stamps with holograms are partially perforated.  The explanation for this is the same as
other partially imperforate stamp errors.  For instance,- the perforator either skipped a strike or the
electricity was tuned off and the perforator stopped.

Misperforated Stamp Errors With Holograms.. Stamps `wih holograms that are mis:perto[ated can
also existjust as other misperforated stamps.  The stamps can be either vertically or horizontally
misperforated.    Other  forms  of bizarre  misperforation  can  also  exist.    The  most  common
explanation is the sheet was fed incorrectly, the perforating machine malfunctioned, the sheet of
stanps were folded, etc.

Prj7!fj.ng Errors o# fro/ograpAjc S/czmp§:  Stamps with holograms can also be found with printing
errors.  In these stamps, the colour could be incorrect or the design or text on the stanp may not be
correct for example the design or text may be printed twice or it may be missing.  One such error
on the 42-cents Canadian stamp appeared in Montreal with the 42 [cents] missing.   On closer
examination, it was determined that this hologram error was a fcke,

Offeer Errors o# fro/og7.apfez.c Sfcrmpr..  Stamps with holograms can also have other errors such as
different perforation, incorrect tagging, different paper, different gum, etc.   These errors are
common to other stamps printed without the hologram.  I shall not enumerate them here and these
errors can be classified along the lines suggested in my earlier article Error, Freaks and Oddities' in
The EFO Collector,  Spring 1998.

The EFO Collector 6 Spring - 2002
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Misperf-Orations by John M. Hotchner

"Errors Not Approved"

Comment from members is invited on the following article/editorial titled as above, by William
M. Stuart, published in the Chanbers Stamp Journal of May 4, 1942:

"inoughoneofitsrankingofficials,thePostOfficeDepartmenthasofficiallydeclareddisap-

proval of unfinished issues sent out once in a while from the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.
As a matter of fact, without the cooperation of even a minor authority such unethical issues
could not be placed on the philatelic market.

"Recently a post office clerk sold part of such an issue which resulted in his dismissal from the

service. This was as far as postal officials could go legally. However, there are many collectors
willing to pay exorbitant prices for imperfect as well as 'illegitimate' material, therefore, unusual
material finds its way into collections of the rich only.

"Inspection of auction catalogs covering many years will show material which has escaped de-

tection and been sold at prices the average collector could not afford to pay ..... "

The piece leaves a lot of questions unauswered -and even unasked. It is poor journalism. In my
experience I have seen only a few instances of partially completed work leaving the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing under suspicious cireunstances. Such is nearly always readily identifi-
able because it is unfinished -- while the freaks and oddities we routinely see, and that come
through post offices or from "The Caves" in Kansas City have a single flaw that happened in the
process, and the stamps are otherwise complete.

As to Postal Clerks making talnted money by selling errors under the counter,  I don't doubt that
it happens, but I doubt it happens often. The great majority of clerks don't know their philateLic
products well enough, and dont pay them enough attention, to even recognize errors when they
have them. Again based on my experience, I believe the great majority of what comes from the
USPS is sold at face.

I love the comment about EFO material fmding its way into the collections of the rich only. Are
you? I'm not. And the prices of EFO material in the '30s and '40s were not high in general be-
cause the high end collector looked down his nose at most of it as being damaged goods.

Please whte me regarding your thoughts and comments at Post Office Box 1125, Falls Church,
VA 22041 -0125

The EF0 Collector 8 Spring -2002
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SELLING STAMPS,  COVERS & COLLECTIONS

We sell United States & Worldwide stamps and covers in each auction.
Our consignors and buyers pay only a 10% commission, Lesser valued items
can be combined to meet our minimum requirements.
We will provide personal assistance and. guidance. Your inquiries are invited.
Personal pick-up by a bonded Schiff employee can be arranged for consign-
ments of exceptional value. Please contact us bofore sending your Consignment.

\^/E ALSO PuRCHASE OUTRIGHT

What You Can Expect From Schiff Auctions

1. YOUR COLLECTION will be carefully examined, lotted and accurately described by out professionals.
2. OuR WORLDWIDE CLIENTELE developed over 55 years, will competitively bid for your stamps
and covers.
3. YOU CAN SELL the auction dates best suited for your consignment. Our guidance will assist you.
4. OUR EXTENSIVE ADVERTISING in philatelic publications throughout the U.S. , Europe & Asia
will lure buyers for your properties.
5. WE PROVIDE INSURANCE by Lloyds of London as soon as your collection is delivered to us, or
our bonded employee.
6. WE PERSONALLY DISCuSS your collection with you to advise how you can achieve the most
financially rewarding results.
7. OuR LOW COMPETITIVE COMMISSION RATES makes us partners to secure the best results.

OVER 55 YEARS SERVING STAMP COLLECTORS
CONTAcl uS.BY I\MIAILTfLEPHONE OR FAX BEFORE SENDING STAMPS a COVERS.

Auction Catalogs

1  year with Prices Realized .......
Year,  Catalogs only ..................
Next Catalog with prices realized
Next Auction Catalog only ..........

N. America    Overseas
Add ress          Add ress

$10.00               18.00
..   7.50               15.00
...1.50                   2.50
..,1.00                   2.00

Pick up your catalog at our office without charge.
BID BY MAIL, FAX, TELEPHONE OR IN PERSON.

JfiGQurs G. SCH!FF, dR., ENG.
195 Main St., Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660 USA

Telephone: 201€41 -5566 From NYC 662-2777
FAI: 201-641 -5705

Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers, Est.1947

AUCTION # 288

July 3' 2002
Knights of

Columbus Hall
RIdgefield Park, NJ

The EFO Collector

AUCTION # 289

Official APS Auction
August 16-17, 2002
Atlantic City, NJ

Now Accepting Assignments

10 Spring -2002
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ENeeG MERTBER p®sT

Members are reminded-you are entitled to three (free)
Member post insertions per fiscal year

538a and 540a Plate # BIocks & Sheets for sale or trade! I neecl prate ire of 498a, 498b,
499a, 501c,  R168a, and other early imperf errors.-Stain Wittig, Box 2742, Springfieid, MO 65801

ERROR LIST!   Twenty page illustrated US major and minor error list showing over 350 different
errors. SASE with 55 cents postage. For specific topics, please enclose a SASE for request titan
Goldfarb, 8520 Atwell Road, Potomac, MD 20854

Money Back Guarantee   Consider collecting foreign EFO's! You will find them extremely interest-
ing. For 7 assorted foreign EFO's, send $ 99. If not satisfied, please return them within 15 days and your
$99 will be immediately refunded. -H. Frank, P. 0. Box 340868, Brooklyn, NY 11234

WANTED! ! Unusual MDI booklets (blue cover vending booklets Of fifteen or thirty 32c or 33c stamps).
Also seeking flag EFO's, eighteen cents and up. Color shifts, color contaminations, dry printings, miscuts,
etc. Also, flag/poroh 2915A and 2915C coil with 11  teeth along right side and plate rs6666, mint or
used.-Doug lams, P. 0. Box 7651, Santa Rosa, CA 95407

The Disinfected Mail Study Group, APS affiliate seeks information from EFOCC mem-
bers who might have any information of methods used to counteract anthrax contami-
nation of mail. Also, cachets to explain delays or changes to paper of treated letters
would be appreciated for illustration in their research magazine Pratique.

Please contact Mr. Denis Vandervelde at Vdpartique@aol.com

Reminder!!!
Time to renew membership dues

One year = $15.00

Two years = $27.00

please make cheques payable to EFOCC & mail to:

955 South Grove Boulevard, as5,
Kingsland, GA 31548-5263-07

The EFO Collector 12 Spring-2002
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Buyers-Sellers of EFO Material

To sell/buy EFO material, contact any of the following buyers/sellers of error,
freak, oddity philatelic material Remember -to offer  for confidential outright
purchase or sale at a public auction it's best to first send a description and/or clear
photograph/photocopy before shipping the item. Do not forget to include your
address, telephone number and return postage/s.a.s.e.

Ag, P 0 Box I, Medford NJ 08055
8. Trading Co.  114 Quail St, Albany, NY 12206
Beck Stamp Auctions, POB 2506, Mesa, AZ 85214-2506
Steve Crippe, POB 236, Bothell, WA 9841-0236
Howard Frank, POB 340868, Brooklyn, NY 11234
Marvin Frey, 2199 Legion St, Bellmore, NY
Stan Goldfarb, 8520 Atwell Rd, Potomac, h® 20854
Gary Hoecker, POB 20284, Portland, OR 97294-0284
Sam Houston Philatelics, POB 820087, Houston, TX 77282
John.Hotchner, POB 1125, Falls Church, VA 22041
John Koval, POB 83, Griffith, IN 46319
Led Malz & Co, 425 Broadway, NY, NY 10013
Montclair Stamp Co., POB 38, Cheltenham, PA 19012
Michael Mules, POB 342, Big Bend, WI
J. Nalbandian, POB 71, E. Greenwich, RI 02818
Nippon Philatelics, Drawer 7300, Camel, CA 93921
Pacific NW Auctions, TLPO 8087, Kirkland, WA 98034
Phil-Ital, RR3 -449, Sag Harbor, NY 11963
Princeton Philatelics, POB 3 04, Tappan, NY
Jacques C. Schiff, Jr.,  195 Main St, Ridgefield Pk, NJ
Martin Sellinger, POB 47, White Plains, NY
Saskatoon Stamp Centre, a3NA & Canada varieties -only), Box 1870,
Saskatcon, SK Canada S7K 3S2
Smith, Thomas E. POB 23149, Phoenix, AZ 85063-3149
John Tison, P. 0. Box 50730, Irvine, CA 92619

Itl!MINI'IIl|!!!!

-609-654-7415
- 518465-3497
-480-969-5835
- 425-487-2789
- Foreign EFO's only
-516-826-1852
-301-279-0754
-503, 252-7300
-800-231-5962
- 703-820-5449
- 219-9244836
-212-877-7223
-215-728-7836
-414-318-0880
-401 -885-5020
-83 irfe25-2643
-206481-9627
-206481-9627
-845-359-7434
-201-641-5566
-914-9484246

-800-205-8814
-623-205-1163
-714-556-3630

TIMII TO Itl{NIIV I]FOCC I}IJIIS F0It 2002 TO .2003

SI]u I.AGu 12
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PRH£EDEEFT'S REPORT

Good news!! Was very pleased to read in the March-April edition of the Ameri-
can Topical Association bi-monthly joumal 7opi-ca/ 77-me, an article noting Joe
Morrfe.iro' s fiine artiicle on "Do Pressure Sensitive Gummed Stamps Result
i.n Perforat/ng Errors?" and Peter Rikard's 418 lot auction.

ha  £[ S#?e:::i¥::;S ;iep:::r:i:i|nt:i's°:;t:h:nEFt:kcect, #:bt:'t;r:Svrdpe :::dT::{nags
to ways to better this site.

Sincere thanks and appreciation to Earle MCAfee for chairing the EFOCC nomination committee for the
term 2002 to 2004. Happy to report, David Hunt has expressed his desire to be considered to continue
as EFOCC , if elected. Sad to report, no member has volunteered for position of president, vice-
president, or secretary??

Also and other than Joe Ivlonteiro, Scott Owen, and John Hotchner's continuing supply of articles-
the EFO Collector article bin is barren?? Please+submit articles of your collecting interest or copies Of
your exhibit pages.

Received a communication from a member who expressed concern that several of those listed on the
EFOCC buyer/seller list failed to respond to his inquiry, even though he included a s.a.s.e.# As he has
done, please notify me if your requests have been ignored and I will contact the listed buyer/seller to as-
certain if they should continue being listed. One discovered problem was some Of those listed no longer
either in business or interested in philatelic business; no EFOCC officer had been made aware of these
listings no longer being viable.

As EFOCC membership has fallen below the number the postal service requires to utilize bulk mailing,  I
have taken the task to mail the EFO Collector when I receive it for the printer. This issue will be sent to
the printer on June 3, 2002.

Speaking Of membership, sincere thanks and appreciation to Stan Raugh of Temple, Pennsylvania who
has begun an outreach program to past EFOCC members.

Reminder, please request EFOCC membership brochures from the EFOCC secretary to pass out at
stamp shows you may visit or participate in. Also, contact the EFOCC secretary for first, second and
third place EFOCC award ribbons which may be given to a showJs award committee. These awards are
for an exhibit which best utilizes EFO's and does not mean that the exhibit be exclusively Of EFO's.

Am pleased to report that the EFOCC will be well represented at STAMPSHOW 2002, Atlantic City in
August of this year. Further information as to meeting and seminar times will be updated and promul-
gated in the Summer edition of the EFO Collector and on the EFOCC website at www.efoers.org.

As of this issue, the following STAMPSHOW 2002 events have been scheduled:

EFOCC business meeting, Friday, August 16, 2003. 4:00 p.in., room 309

Seminar on "EFO Definitions",  Saturday, August 17, 2002.11:00 a.in.,  room 306

Seminar on "EFO's: What are They and Where to Find Them", Sunday, August 16, 2002, rcom 307

lf attending STAMPSHOW 2002, please stop by and say "Hello",  1'11 be staffing the APS's chapter, affili-
ate, new beginner table for the showls entire run.

The EF0 Collector 16 Spring  - 20o2
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