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From Your Editor

The EFOCC is 40 years old...

What an awesome milestone!

Congratulations to all our Members who keep the EFOCC
alive! And to many more years to come!

The first issue of The EFO Collector, a two-page newsletter
dated June 1978, listed the initial 16 members. Of those, three
are still EFOCC members. It is fitting that we should recognize
them here:

John M Hotchner was member #2. One of the founders, and
the main driver in transforming an idea into an organization, he
was instrumental in floating the idea of creating a club that
would focus on what until then was seen as the riff-raff of stamp
collecting, the items that did not turn out as intended. He brought
the individuals together who became the founders and early
supporters of the EFOCC. Probably some of the names are
familiar to most EFO aficionados: Ed Silver, Stan Goldfarb, Jack
Schiff, Marvin Frey, and more. As | post the old issues of The
EFO Collector on our website, some of the names that keep
coming up appear almost mythical to me: Marcel Sager, Earl
McAfee, Howard Gates, James Harkleroad, Lou Novacheck,
Louis Repeta, Larry Weiss, and others. Along with John, they
were true EFO heroes...

Stan Goldfarb, member #13, does still write articles for us,
and is an active dealer. The EFOs he has sold over the years are
probably in many member’s collections, whether they know it
or not... He has been threatening with retirement for many years
now, and | am happy that he has not acted on that, because | do
enjoy his friendship, mostly via email, but sometime also in
person at stamp shows. He is also active in the auction, an
important aspect.

Ed Silver, now retired (I am told), worked as a dealer (with
a specialty in EFOs) under the trade name “Ag” and was
instrumental in disseminating EFO knowledge. He has also
written articles for The EFO Collector, and as importantly, he
contributed to our website a series if articles he wrote for Stamp
Show New and Stamp Review in the 1970s and 80s. They can
be found on our web homepage under “AG Files”.

The announcement of my membership in the New Members
column appeared in October 1991. | had been collecting
paintings on stamps (I enjoy both areas equally) since | was
about 14 (although became interested in stamps when | was 7 or
8) and, later, | became interested in EFOs as they pertained to
my collecting area. | have not been disappointed. Being an
EFOCC member has really widened my collecting horizon.
Then, about 10 years ago, | became interested in a second area,

The EFO Collector | www.e{occ.org’

newspaper wrappers. Naturally, those with some kind of EFO
aspect are of particular interest.

In 2003, | decided to become active in the EFOCC, and
wrote to Jim McDevitt. | saw it as giving back to the hobby that
gave me so much pleasure. In hindsight, it became much more,
A week later all necessary to be editor landed in my mailbox.

The first change | made was to create The EFO Collector on
a computer rather than by pasting articles on sheets of paper and
photocopying the results, which were then mailed to the printer.
Initially, | had to print out the issue and send the printouts to the
printer. Still, quality was improved, and | also created a PDF
copy of each issue. At some point, | started to send originals to
the printer in digital format, first on a CD, later by posting it on
a web location from where the printer could download it.

Sometime in 2004 or early 2005, the EFOCC website went
online. There had been an earlier version, but this was an effort
completely from scratch. Over the years, | have worked on the
website, both by adding content and functionality. The most
recent update, a couple of weeks ago, is the addition of a member
login. With time, we will have more content that will be
accessible to members only.

Eventually, in 2008, with prodding from then-EFOCC
President Don Price, we moved to partial color, and then to full
color. Don deserves a lot of credit for pushing for that change.

Now that we have a protected members’ area, the next step
will be electronic delivery of The EFO Collector, for those
members who prefer to receive the publication in PDF format.

As | see it, we currently have three major limitations. The
first is that our membership has been declining, a problem we
share with all other philatelic organizations. This decline has
somewhat lessened lately, and perhaps we are picking up some
new members due to our broader visibility on the net. The
number of members is very important for several reasons. As we
have more members. the per-member printing costs decline. |
anticipate that this aspect will become less important as we start
to deliver the journal electronically (We anticipate mailing out
printed copies as long as there is demand). More members result
in more auction participation. Dues from more members results
in more revenue to fund our activities.

Our second limitation is that space is limited in the printed
copy. Printing and mailing are expensive, thus it is not easy to
add pages to issues. So, we will likely have complementary
material on the member website, in the area that a member sees
after logging in.

Our third, and most important, limitation is that we need
more member participation. We need input from members, in
the form of articles, about what they collect, about their new
EFO discoveries and acquisitions, items in their collections,
their EFO-related activities. You need to share more!

*k%k

Almost every stamp collector has some EFOs in her or his
collection. Why not build on that by becoming an EFOCC
member? This is exactly what | did in 1991, and | have not
regretted it. You can use this line to recruit new members!

Cemil
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" Exl‘lil)iting’ EFOCC Members n
|I Southeastern Stamp Expo 2018, January 25-27, Norcross, GA ||

Charles J. O’Brien II1, The Lexington-Concord Issue of 1925, Court of Honor Prix d’Honneur.
Charles J. O’Brien II1, Georgia Bicentennial — Commemorative Issue if 1933, Large Gold, American First Day Cover
|| Society Award, Clark Federation Award, United States Stamp Society Statue of Freedom Award.

Ronald J. Klimley, The 1970 United Nations Fight Cancer Issue, Gold. ||
Ronald J. Klimley, The 1966 Polish Millennium Commemorative Stamp, Gold.
Jean C. Stout, Christmas in July! Penguin Style!, Large Silver, American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Creativity @

Award.
|I Ronald J. Klimley, The 1968 United Nations 6¢ Headquarters Stamp, Single Frame — Large Vermeil. Il
» Jean C. Stout, Honoring "Old Glory" How to respect, care for and display our Nation's Flag, Single Frame — Vermeil.
Douglas N. and Nancy B. Clark, Oglethorpe County, Georgia: Postal History 1861-1865, Non-competitive. n
|I St. Louis Stamp Expo 2018, March 16-18, St. Houis, MO ||

Dawn Hamman, Remembering Lincoln, Gold, American Philatelic Congress Award.

Garfielcl-Perry Marcll Party 2018, March 22-24, Cleveland, OH
|| Douglas N. and Nancy B. Clark, The U.S. 1903 Hartford Postal Stationery, Large Gold, American Philatelic Society ||
Medal of Excellence, 1900-1940.
' Dawn Hamman, Backyard Chickens- Raising Chickens at Home, Then and Now , Gold, American Topical Association "
|| First Medal.

The Plynouth Show 2018, April 21-22, Westlan(l, MI I|
W Anthony F. Dewey, The 1991 “F” Tulip Stamps and First Day Covers, Gold, American Philatelic Society Medal of "
|| Excellence: Post-1980.

Dawn Hamman, Remembering Lincoln, Gold, American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Award. Il
Anthony F. Dewey, The 'H' Rate-Change Stamps of 1998, Single Frame — Grand and Large Gold.

" Fran Adams, The International Institute of Agriculture, Single Frame — Gold, Postal History Society Award. n
Fran Adams, Dark Caves — Bright Visions, Single Frame — Large Vermeil, ATA Single-Frame Award.

|| Dawn Hamman, Campanulas — Bells of the Garden, Single Frame — Vermeil. ||

m WESTPEX 2018, April 27-20, San Francisco, CA
Alfredo Frohlich, The Last Classic Colombia Issue 1866 - 1869, Large Gold, American Philatelic Society Award of
|| Excellence: Pre-1900, Donald Dretzke Memorial Award - Best Used Stamps. ||
Jean C. Stout, Honoring "Old Glory" How to respect, care for and display our Nation's Flag, Single Frame — Large
™ Vermeil, American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors: Heading and Plan Award, American Topical Association - One n
|| Frame Merit Award.

Philatelic Show 2018, May 4-6, Box]:)oroug’h, MA I|

m Douglas N. and Nancy B. Clark, The U.S. Revalued Postal Stationery of 1971, Gold, American First Day Cover Society
Award, United States Postal Stationery Marcus White Award.

| p1pEX 2018, May 11-13, Portland, OR |

m Fran Adams, Dino Indicia, Single Frame — Gold.
Arthur Cole, Snoopy Loves to Get Mail, Single Frame — Silver, Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs Thunderbird Award

|| (Large Silver or less), Robert Benninghoff Award: Best Silver or less single-frame exhibit. ||
. ROPEX 2018, May 18-19, Canan(laig’ua, NY
Fran Adams, The Mesozoic Times, Single Frame — Large Silver. "

| l
..CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE ]
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|| Exlli]:)iting’ EFOCC Members ...continued Il

Roclzy Mountain Stamp SllOW 2018, May 25-27, Denver, CO .
Anthony F. Dewey, The 3¢ Connecticut Tercentenary Issue of 1935 and its First Days, Large Gold. ||
|| Anthony F. Dewey, First U.N. Issue, Large Gold.

Anthony F. Dewey, International Education Bureau Labels for the Service of Intellectual Aid to Prisoners of War, Single
Frame — Large Gold.
Robert G. Rufe, The "Special” Booklet Paper Printings of 1928, Single Frame — Gold. ||

| OKPEX 2018, June 29-30, Midwest City, OK
Dawn Hamman, Backyard Chickens- Raising Chickens at Home, Then and Now , Gold, American Topical Association
First Award Medal. ||
|| Fran Adams, The United Nations and Palestine 1947-1951, Single Frame — Large Gold.

Fran Adams, Dino Indicia, Single Frame — Gold, American Topical Association One-Frame Award, American
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Creativity Award Pin.

|| CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR EXHIBITOR MEMBERS! |

Notes & Observations

% At the Philatelic Show 2018, Albert L. Briggs, Jr. was awarded the EFOCC 1% ribbon for his exhibit The Three Cent Jefferson
Stamp of 1958, in addition to a Gold.

+ At ROPEX 2018, Douglas Hatch was awarded the EFOCC 1st ribbon for his exhibit Nepal Moth Series: What Could Go
Wrong?, in addition to a Silver Bronze medal and the Nepal and Tibet Philatelic Study Circle Award of Excellence.

Congratulations to Messrs. Briggs and Hatch! Each will receive a complimentary one-year membership to the EFOCC. A full
list of all winners of EFOCC 1st and EFOCC 2nd awards is available at https://www.efocc.org/HonorRoll.php.

« If you notice that one of your entries is omitted from this list, please contact your editor, who generates this list manually, a
process that is particularly error prone. In this issue, we repeated the listings for the Southeastern Stamp Expo, due to some
omissions in the last issue. We regret the errors.

Our Tllanles GO TO

% Bob Doviot from Jack Nalbandian, Inc., for listing the Specialists in United States stamps...

EFOCC among the “most important specialty societies in Let us introduce you to five of the most important specialty
societies who could help you enjoy your hobby more.

United States stamps” and featuring a screenshot of the
EFOCC website in The Nalbandian Report. It is available at
www.nalbandstamp.com and contains lots of good
information!

Important... Important... Important...

+« Our website, www.efocc.org, has undergone a major upgrade
with the addition of a new special member area, which you reach
by clicking on the button Member Login available on most pages.

% When you log in, your first impression will be that not much has
changed, except for the greeting “Hello ...” under the title (that
indicates you have successfully logged in). However, if you go to
the page where the old issues of The EFO Collector are listed, all
issues since 2004 will be available in PDF format. You can read
them online or you can download them to your computer or iPad.
If you log out, puff, they will disappear from online display.

+« If you do not have a username & password, go to the login page
and click on the Register button. Please email your webmaster if
you encounter any difficulties. More is on the way!

"~ AMERICAN AIRMAY SOCIETY
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EFOCE Celebrates Its 40t Birthday!

How EFOCC Got Starte(l

John Hotchner

In 1965 | was all of 22; just out of college and a devoted
and energetic stamp collector. My father was also a serious
collector, and we shared several interests - principally US
stamps. His collection was far better than mine, and |
realized |1 might never catch up; nor did | want to just copy
what he had done.

Fate intervened when | discovered EFOs. Dad was not
averse to EFOs, but he treated them the same way he treated
interesting cancellations, perfins, and shade varieties. He
didn't seek them out, but whatever he tripped over went into
his album on extra pages.

I on the other hand was driven to finding EFO material,
and to understand what had gone wrong in the production
process to create it. The deeper | dug into the field, the more
| realized | didn't know about how stamps were made. Nor
was there much in the way of printed material to help.

By my 34" year, in 1977, | was writing on the subject
for Linn's Stamp News, exhibiting EFOs as part of my six
frames of “The History of Stamp Separation”, and
corresponding with a dozen or so others who had a similar
level of interest - though they were more focused on such
things as paper folds and creases, booklet pane EFOs,
commemorative misperfs, and Washington-Franklin EFOs.

About this time, correspondence with Marcel Sager
turned to the idea of forming a national society to promote
EFO collecting, and to allow for more networking and
exchange of material among those with a passion for EFOs.
We co-founded the EFOCC in 1977 and produced our first
newsletter early the following year.

We had an early assist from Jacques. C. Schiff, Jr., who
was the go-to guy in the trade when people found EFOs. His
auctions regularly featured large concentrations of both new
discoveries and established errors and varieties until he
retired from the business 30 years later.

He saw the value of the club in propagating the good
news of EFOs, and he recommended it to his customers. The
result was that within a year we had enough members to
support the club with moderate dues, and enough volunteers
to staff the officer and activity chairman positions. As we
celebrate our 40" anniversary | want to pay tribute to the
volunteers who got the effort off the ground and who have
kept it going and growing over the years.

Many of them you will find listed on the recently
unveiled awards section of our website (thanks to Cemil
Betanov, our Webmaster and EFOC editor.)

Through the work of these people the EFOCC is a solid
resource for its members, and | pray it will continue to serve
EFO collectors and promote EFO collecting long into the
future. &
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The EFOCC Board of Directors

Announces Awards

The EFOCC Board of Directors, on occasion of the
Club’s 40™ anniversary, announced the following awards on
June 30™, 2018:

JOSEPH MONTEIRO

THE ROBERT MANNING AWARD FOR THE BEST ARTICLE OR
SERIES OF ARTICLES IN THE EFO COLLECTOR

IN RECOGNITION OF 67 ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN THE EFO COLLECTOR
BETWEEN 1998 AND 2018

DAVID HUNT

THE EFOCC LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD

IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR EXTRAORDINARY SERVICES AS TREASURER SINCE 2000
AND AUCTION DIRECTOR SINCE 2009

SCOTT SHAULIS

THE JAMES MCDEVITT AWARD FOR SERVICE TO THE EFOCC

IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR EXTRAORDINARY SERVICES AS
AUCTION DIRECTOR (1984-1986), VICE-PRESIDENT (1988-1990) AND
SECRETARY SINCE 2014

CEMIL BETANOV

THE EFOCC LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD

IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR EXTRAORDINARY SERVICES AS EDITOR SINCE 2003,
WEBMASTER SINCE 2004 AND VICE PRESIDENT SINCE 2014

These awards continue a tradition of recognizing those
who contribute to the field of EFO collecting, either by
providing extraordinary services to the EFOCC (“EFOCC
Heroes”) or by having their exhibits with EFO material
recognized in national or international stamp shows (“Top
EFO Exhibitors”). To see a complete listing, please visit
https://www.efocc.org/HonorRoll.php .

Even though three of the four recipients are board
members, your board proceeded in such a manner that the
recipients were not aware that they were under
considerations until they were notified of the awards! &

Wl ek ek W 40 YEARS Wl Yol ol sek

In 1978, a number of people looking for a study group or club
focusing on EFOs. Ed Silver (EFOCC member #14) reports
having received a letter from Stan Portnoy (EFOCC member
#3) asking if one existed. See http://bit.ly/2uXzpcC.
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The R1 and 2Vc Overprints on Bechuanaland Stamps

Joseph Monteiro

Overprints on stamps often provide collectors with a
bewildering number of varieties. Not surprisingly these
overprinted stamps become a focus of study. There are a
number of reasons why these varieties occur. First, the plate
used to apply the overprint often contains variations, resulting
in inconsistent impressions. This is because often less care is
taken in making the plate for the overprint than the plate for the
stamp. An overprint plate may be made, often using an ad hoc
approach, in some post office rather than in a printer’s shop
with proper quality control. Second, initial attempts to create
the overprint may not be very attractive (the font of the
overprint or the size of the font may not be right, etc.) which
leads to inconsistent changes. Third, the placement of the
overprint on the stamp may not be considered appropriate
which may call for additional changes. When all the
experimentation is over, all corrections have been made and
one gets the desired overprint plate, overprint errors may still
arise because the sheet of stamps to be printed was inverted or
the sheet of stamps was not placed correctly or because the
sheets of stamps were not all cut of the same size.

In this article, | shall examine a few of the stamps of
Bechuanaland with overprint varieties.

The R1 Overprint on 10s Stamp

There are two distinct types of R1 (1 rand) overprints on
the 10s (10 shilling) Bechuanaland stamp. I will call them Type
I and Type Il respectively. There are two distinct varieties of
Type | and three distinct varieties of Type Il.
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Type I

Type | overprint appears in the middle of the stamps lightly
below the middle. It is considered the normal Type I, as
initially released by the postal authorities. Type | overprint is
referred to as SG167. On this Type I, Bechuanaland Philately
states “The First Setting of this Surcharge was produced on the
original 1955 Printing of the 10/- value. Only thirty sheets
(1,800 stamps were overprinted). According to Holmes in his
1971 Publication between 400 and 500 Type | were sent to
Berne for UPU distribution. 700 copies are believed to have
been used on First Day Covers. Thus, a mere ten sheets, 600
stamps were available in mint condition and blocks of four or
larger multiples were considered as rarities” [1]. This also
appears to be confirmed by Pat Bullivant in his 1962 Shelly
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Catalogue which states “Type | was limited to 30 Sheets of 60,
of which some 400 are said to have been destroyed whilst a
considerable proportion were used up on specially prepared
First Day Covers.” The above source goes on to state “From
an impeccable source | have been informed that there ought to
be five complete sheets of the R1 Type | in the Botswana
archives” [2].

Several years later, a variety of Type | (call it Type Ib)
appeared on the market. This overprint variety appeared at the
bottom of the stamp in the middle. One source indicates that
this variety was not released through the Post Office but
through an individual who worked there. It appears that this
was the first overprint that was done at the post office but was
rejected. It appears that three or more sheets with this overprint
variety exist. Bechuanaland Philately states “Recently a
previously unknown Type | with the Overprint at foot was
brought to my attention. Enquiries made in the United
Kingdom and South Africa suggest that an individual of Indian
descent had at least three or more intact sheets of which one
has the R1 Type I in the lower Country tablet as illustrated
above. A reliable source in South Africa informed me that the
person concerned previously resided in Botswana and now
lives in Johannesburg” [3]. At some show the individual
offered some of the stamps with this variety for sale. It has also
been suggested that Stanley Gibbons purchased a quantity of
the R1 from a man of Indian descent during the 2010
Johannesburg International. Another UK dealer informed me
that he saw two bottom rows of SG 167 at that particular show.
There is some speculation as to how this variety got into the
market. The source goes on to suggest that the back door at the
archives may have developed a faulty hinge or perhaps the lock
was broken or these sheets were to be destroyed because the
overprint was situated in position where it was difficult to see.
One of the sheets may be in the Botswana archives with this
Type | variety (part of the five referred to in the previous
paragraph). Regardless of all clutter surrounding the
appearance of this variety, given the scarcity of Type 1b, it is
considered the more valuable of the two Type Is. It has also
been suggested that the appearance of the variety should lower
the value of Type I in general since more Type Is are available
for sale. The illustrations above show the difference between
the two Type Is.

Type 11

The Type Il overprint appears with a different font. It
appears on the left-hand side above the bottom (i.e. above the
tablet containing the name of the country). This first Type Il
overprint is referred to as SG167a. The second variety with this
overprint appears in the same horizontal line (or slightly higher
i.e. to the middle bottom) as the first Type Il overprint but near
the centre of the stamp. It is referred to as SG167b. The third
variety with this overprint (or its placement) appears similar to
the second but lower with the overprint appearing on the name
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of the country in the tablet (not shown). Between these three
placements or triangle all the other Type Il overprints fall with
the occasional deviations. Given the cataloguing system, it
appears that the first variety appeared first. It is not known
when the second variety was printed. This can be easily seen in
the illustrations.

The 2%c Overprint on 2d Stamp

There are two distinct types of overprints of the 2%c on the
2d brown coloured Bechuanaland stamp. Both were surcharged
with 18pt Tempo Bold font. | will call them Type | and Type
I1, respectively. There are two distinct varieties of Type | and
three distinct varieties of Type Il. As Dr. Lawrence Barit states
the 2%4c “ ...was subjected to a total of five printings two with
respect to a Type | surcharge and three with respect to a Type
II surcharge”[4].

Type 1

Sessasarannnnn
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The Type | overprint appeared shortly after February 14,
1961. Dr. Barit describes them as follows: “* Type | First
setting had the surcharge just above the word ‘Bechuanaland’.
* Type | Second setting has the overprint just below the portrait
of Queen Elizabeth IT” [5]. There is a clear distinction in the
position of the surcharge.

Type II

The Type Il overprint appeared on July 6, 1961. Dr. Barit
describes them as follows: “* Type Il First setting had the
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overprint midway between the Queen’s head and the word
‘Bechuanaland’. * Type II Second setting is characterized by a
thickening of the type face (compared to the first setting) and a
badly formed fraction. * Type Il Third setting reveals a
deterioration of the actual typeface, as well as the ink not
taking evenly. In addition, the letter ‘c’ is out of shape. An
inspection of the back of the stamp shows that it was
overinked” [6]. The positioning of the second and third Type Il
overprints on the stamp is no different than the positioning of
the first and second of Type | overprints on the stamps. It is
also worthwhile noting the position of the fraction % in the
overprint. It is noticeably lower in Type Il First setting. The
stamps have to be carefully examined to distinguish the two.
Illustrations of these differences are presented by Dr. Barit in
his article. It also appears that there may a Type Il first setting
overprint which is much thicker in the same position as the first
setting. Examination of the position of the fraction % in the
overprint may show other varieties. The illustrations of the first
five overprints can be found in Barit’s article cited in the
second reference in the Bibliography

Besides these standard varieties of overprints, there are a
few other non-standard varieties and errors caused because the
sheets of stamps were unevenly cut or the sheet was misfed.
The latter shift varieties were described in my earlier article.

Conclusion

In this article, using a couple of stamps of Bechuanaland it
has been shown that philatelists can have a lot of fun with
stamps that are overprinted or surcharged. Hunting or searching
for them can be quite challenging. To the serious collector it is
much more than that, it is a careful study. It is also worthwhile
noting that there can be a substantial price difference between
the placements of overprints, quite apart from the fact that
different overprint types can also have substantial price
differences. It all depends on the quantity of these placement
varieties and the quantity of these type varieties that are
believed to be printed. Usually one does not have an accurate
number of quantities and one has to rely on how often one sees
these varieties or types offered for sale or on the prevailing
price in the market. The spread of the dates on which these
varieties or types were available from the post office may
provide one with some guesstimate as to their value. For those
philatelists who want to examine other types of overprints on
stamps of Bechuanaland and Basutoland and their placement or
misplacement, it is suggested that the articles by Dr. Lawrence
Barit should be read. The illustrations should provide
philatelists with a better understanding of the differences in
overprints, as the English Idiom that comes from the Chinese
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saying aptly states “A picture is worth a thousand words”. s
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[1] Seenhttps://www. bechuanalandphilately.com.

[2] Barit, Dr. Lawrence: The 2%c Bechuanaland Surcharge of 1961 on 3d, The SA
Philatelist, February 2016, pp. 8-9,
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Philatelic Foundation Certifies Skylab Error

The 10c Skylab, Scott #1529, was issued in 1974. It was printed in a
combination of both lithography and engraving. Examination of this
block disclosed a double impression of the magenta color and shifts
in the offset blue and magenta colors. The block received Certificate
545844 on March 2, 2018.

For peace of mind, your EFO’s deserve the best expert review.
Collect with Confidence-with a PF Certificate
Note our new address at The Collectors Club

The Philatelic Foundation
22 East 35th Street, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10016
Phone: 212-221-6555 Web: www.philatelicfoundation.org




The 1926 Leg’islative Palace Issue of the Philippines

The United States acquired the Philippine Islands as a
result of the war of 1898 and the subsequent Treaty of Paris. In
1916 the US Congress passed the Philippine Autonomy Act
which established a bicameral legislature for the Islands and
the Legislative Palace was constructed in 1926 to house the
legislature. A set of seven stamps was issued in that year to
commemorate the new building.

Central Facade fth egislativ Palace - Mani
When the Americans arrived to occupy Manila they found
a seventeenth century city surrounded by swamps breeding
cholera and malaria with little fresh water and no sanitation.
The sanitation and health problems were largely addressed by
1916 and the Americans started work to modernize the city.

5

~ Manila— Jonéé Bridge with Central Post Office ca. 1930s

A vogue for urban renewal, dubbed the City
Beautiful movement, was then sweeping America,
promoted by reformers who believed that grimy
industrial areas could be redeemed through an
esthetic revival. Captivated by the idea, Taft
[William H. Taft, Governor-General of the
Philippines and later President of the United
States] decided to apply it to Manila as part of his
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Philippine economic plan. He gave the commission
to Daniel Burnham, the celebrated architect whose
achievements  included Manhattan’s  daring
Flatiron building and the splendid Washington mall
stretching from the Potomac River to Capitol Hill.
Taking advantage of Manila’s unique natural
location, Burnham laid out wide plazas, broad
boulevards and spacious parks in a majestic arc
facing the magnificent bay. A young aide, William
E. Parsons, designed landmarks that still stand,
among them the Manila Hotel, the Army and Navy
Club, and an array of pseudo-Grecian government
buildings of the kind that grace Washington. Just
as the Spanish had made Manila the symbol of their
imperial power in Asia, so the United States turned
the city into the emblem of its Pacific presence.
(Source: Stanley Karnow: In Our Image, America’s
Empire in the Philippines, Random House, 1989,
page 211)

The 1926 Legislative Palace stamp issue consists of seven
stamps, all of the same design, having a black central vignette
showing the building and differing only in the color of the
frames and denomination. Unlike many other Philippines
issues, it was printed by the Philippine Bureau of Printing
rather than the US Bureau of Printing and Engraving. It is a
pedestrian design of no real merit, especially when compared
to the beautiful pictorial issue of 1935. However, it is of
interest to the EFO collector because the issue is awash in
errors.

Scott 319b vertical pair imperforate between

The 2 centavos green and black denomination exists both
horizontally and vertically imperforate between, as do the 4
centavos and 16 centavos denominations.

Scott 320a horizontal pair imperforate between
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