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From Your Editor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Soon after sending out our 40th Anniversary Issue, I got an 

email from Dave Hunt, pointing out that in my last column I had 

omitted one member whose name was mentioned in the initial 

issue and who is still on our membership roll: Carlos San Martin. 

I sincerely regret the error. 

I was thinking about how the error was possible, and 

realized that I have not communicated with Mr. San Martin since 

I became editor. I know almost nothing about him. So, I wrote 

him a letter, and have not received a reply yet. That’s OK. I am 

just hoping that he still is enjoying membership and The EFO 

Collector. 

This issue’s Halloween theme comes to us courtesy of 

member Gary Denis, who developed a 10-frame exhibit. With 

Gary’s permission, I will eventually post some EFO-related 

pages onto our website. Thank you, Gary! 

The next issue is our Holiday-themed issue, which I hope to 

mail out to members around second week of December. So, if 

you have any stories about holiday EFOs, now is a good time to 

get them to me. 

Happy hunting! 
 

     Cemil 

 

Help with Members’ New Projects 
Need material related to the Transportation Series, in particular 

misperfs and imperfs. Please see list below. Please email first. 

David Wilbur, davidwilbur@comcast.net. 
 

2124 4.9¢ Buckboard 

2125 5.5¢ Star Route Truck 

2126 6¢ Tricycle 

2128 8.3¢ Ambulance 

2129 8.5¢ Tow Truck 

2130 10.1¢ Oil Wagon 2 bar Precancel-black 

2135 17¢c Dog Sled 

2136 25¢ Bread Wagon 

2228  4¢ Stagecoach 

2256 8.4¢ Wheel Chair 

2262 17.5¢ Racing Car 

2452a 5¢ Circus Wagon (BEP) 

2452D 5¢ Circus Wagon (SVS) 

2452 B 5¢ Circus Wagon untagged 

2468 $1 Seaplane 
 

 

Why YOU Will Want to Bid in Auction 
153                                      David Hunt 

Unfortunately, you cannot buy EFOCC auction lots with a 

credit card, but you can obtain a stamp that is priceless (lots 33, 

39, 45 and you might include 63 and 64). 

Sometimes I include two varieties of the same EFO so you 

know what is available and may choose the one you prefer.  

Examples in this auction are lots 41 & 98, 50 & 51, 92 & 93 and 

94 & 95.  You may like one and not the other, or you may like 

both but only want to buy one.  In the latter case you may use an 

“OR” bid.  The way this works is you put your bids on the bid 

sheet this way: 
 

  Lot Bid 

  41 $25 

        OR 

  98 $50 
 

Put the lot you want more first.  If you win that one your bid 

on the second lot is cancelled.  If you are outbid on the first lot 

then I will go to the second and see if you have the high bid on 

it. 

Recently the USPS issued the Magic SS with a disappearing 

rabbit.  We EFO collectors know that’s nothing new.  Stamps 

have had disappearing images for a long time – see lots 45, 46, 

63 and 64. 

There are a number of lots in this auction with perf shifts, as 

there are in most EFOCC auctions, some having up to a 50% 

shift.  There are two lots in this auction, however, with big time 

perf shifts: lots 100 and 140.  In both lots the shift is as much as 

150%.  This is not something you see very often.  

 
EFO Post 
I have over 1,000 singles and plate blocks/strips with misperfs, 

color shifts, imperfs, etc., for sale. Tell me what you need. Stan 

Goldfarb, 8520 Atwell Rd, Potomac, Maryland 20854, 

stankatie2006@gmail.com, (240)447-3853. 
 

 
 

Notes & Observations 
❖ At the StampShow 2018, Arturo A. Codina was awarded the 

EFOCC 1st ribbon for his exhibit Cuba: Errors and 

Varieties, 1899-1962, in addition to a Gold.  

Mr. Codina receives a one-year complimentary EFOCC 

membership as part of his award. 

❖ Also at the StampShow 2018, EFOCC member Charles 

O’Brien won the EFOCC 2nd ribbon with his exhibit Cuba: 

Errors and Varieties, 1899-1962, in addition to a Large 

Gold.  

❖ Congratulations to Messrs. Codina and O’Brien. 
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ALL CONTENTS COPYRIGHTED © 2018 BY THE EFO COLLECTORS’ CLUB. 
Authors and contributors have express permission to reuse of their material elsewhere. Except for 

material reprinted herein, or material individually copyrighted by the author, material herein may be 

reprinted elsewhere as long as full credit is given to The EFO Collector, citing the issue date and 

number and giving the address of the EFOCC Secretary.  The EFO Collector is published 

quarterly, in March, June, September and December. The submission deadline for any issue is the 

15th of the month preceding the issue, e.g. 2/15, 6/15, 8/15 and 11/15. Send or e-mail editorial 

material directly to the Editor. Sample copies of The EFO Collector are available for $3 from the 

Secretary.  Membership includes subscription to The EFO Collector. Membership fees are as 

follows: 

 Members with 
addresses in the U.S. or 

Canada 

Members with  
addresses elsewhere 

One year’s dues $20.00 $37.00 
One year membership renewal $20.00 $37.00 

Two year membership renewal $37.00* $70.00* 

Life membership $350.00† $500.00 
Please make membership renewal checks to “EFOCC” and mail to Treasurer. Charges can be paid 

via PayPal, subject to a $2 convenience fee, e-mail Secretary for details. [*] Each additional year 

prepaid at the same time is $17/$33. [†] $300 for those older than 65. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EFOCC Officers (2015-2016) 
President Wayne Youngblood    WYStamps@gmail.com 

705 Forest Glen Cir., Prairie du Sac, WI 53578-1077 

 

Vice-President Cemil Betanov     CemilB@optonline.net 

153 Claudy Lane, New Hyde Park, NY 11040 

Phone: (516) 849-6604 

Auction Director David Hunt     dhhunt@ptdprolog.net 

45 Fairway Drive, Denver, PA 17517 

Phone: (717) 445-9420 

Treasurer David Hunt     dhhunt@ptdprolog.net 

45 Fairway Drive, Denver, PA 17517 

Phone: (717) 445-9420 

Secretary Scott Shaulis     scottshaulis@comcast.net 

P. O. Box 549, Murrysville, PA 15668-0549 

Phone: (724)733-4134 

Editor Cemil Betanov     CemilB@optonline.net 

153 Claudy Lane, New Hyde Park, NY 11040 

Phone: (516) 849-6604 

 

Club  

Member-at-Large 

Nancy B. Clark     nbc@meganet.net 

P. O. Box 427, Marstons Mills, MA 02648-0427 

Phone: (508) 428-9132 

Club  

Member-at-Large 

Edward A. Kennedy    moek78@msn.com 

107 Mount Rainier Rd, Effort, PA 18330 

Phone: (570) 807-3733 

Advertising Director Edward A. Kennedy    moek78@msn.com 

107 Mount Rainier Rd, Effort, PA 18330 

Phone: (570) 807-3733 

EFOCC Member Post Submission Form  

Every EFOCC member is entitled to three free 35 word listings per year in the EFOCC Member Post. To use your free listing, please complete this form, and mail it to the 

Editor. If you wish, you can also e-mail your request to the Editor. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________ 

Help With Members’ New Projects Submission Form  

If you would like a free listing in The EFO Collector to help you with a new EFO project, please complete this form and mail it to the Editor. If you wish, you can also e-mail 

your request to the Editor. 

I am looking for 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name, address, e-mail: 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advertising Rates 
 Per Issue Contract 4 Issues 

Full page in color $100.00 $328.00 

Half page in color $80.00 $280.00 

Quarter page in color $65.00 $244.00 

Cover location in color $125.00 $400.00 

2 page center spread in color $150.00 $450.00 
 

Single insertion advertisements and from those who are not APS Members 

must be fully prepaid. Four-issue contract rate advertisers will be invoiced in 

full upon publication of their first ad. 20% discount for black & white 
advertising. The deadline for ad copy is the 15th of the month preceding the 

issue. General advertisement inquiries should be directed to the Advertising 

Director at moek78@msn.com. Advertisement copy related inquiries should 
be directed to the Editor. Ad payments should be directed to Treasurer. 

Please make checks payable to “EFOCC”. 
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Exhibiting EFOCC Members 
 

COLOPEX 2018, June 15-16, Columbus, OH 
Anthony F. Dewey, A Postal History of Hartford, Connecticut as US Post Office: 1792-1897, Reserve Grand and Large 

Gold. 

Alfredo Frohlich, SCADTA Airmail 1929-1931, Large Gold. 

Anthony F. Dewey, The 'D' Rate-Change Stamps of 1985, Single Frame – Large Gold, American Philatelic Society Medal 

of Excellence, Post-1980, American Philatelic Congress Award. 
 

AMERICOVER 2018, August 3-5, Peachtree Corners, GA 
Charles J. O’Brien III, Frank Lloyd Wright-First Days and usage of the Two Cent Issue, Grand and Large Gold, USSS 

Statue of Freedom. 

Ronald J. Klimley, Hand-crafted FDC's of The Sandy Hook Lighthouse Stamp, Single Frame – Reserve Grand and Large 

Vermeil. 

Ronald J. Klimley, The 1966 Polish Millennium Commemorative Stamp, Large Gold, American Philatelic Society Medal 

of Excellence, 1940 – 1980. 

Charles J. O’Brien III, The Lexington-Concord Issues of 1925 Stamp Design, Die Proofs and Stamp Production, Large 

Gold. 

Ronald J. Klimley, HemisFair '68 Issue, Gold. 

Charles J. O’Brien III, Architects Centennial 1957, Gold. 

Ronald J. Klimley, Canada's LaCrosse Stamp of 1968, Vermeil, American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Award of 

Honor. 
 

StampShow/National Topical Stamp Show 2018, August 9-12, Columbus, OH 
John Hotchner, World Rarities & Uniquities, Court of Honor. 

John Hotchner, U.S. Postal Counterfeits from 1894 to Modern Times, Court of Honor. 

Charles J. O’Brien III, Georgia Bicentennial, Large Gold, American Philatelic Society Medal of Excellence 1900-1940, 

EFOCC 2nd, USSS Statue of Freedom. 

Dawn Hamman, Backyard Chickens- Raising Chickens at Home, Then and Now , NTSS Most Popular and Large Gold, 

Biology Unit First Place. 

Dawn Hamman, Jewel City - Panama Pacific International Exposition, San Francisco 1915, NTSS Large Gold. 

Jean C. Stout, Christmas in the Southern Hemisphere - Penguin Style!, Silver. 

Charles J. O’Brien III, The Lexington-Concord Issues of 1925, Gold. 

Fran Adams, Atlantic Meeting, NTSS Single Frame Grand and Gold, United Nations Philatelic Inc. 

Anthony F. Dewey, The Bridges of Hartford, 1810 to Mid-1940s, NTSS Single Frame – Gold. 

Dawn Hamman, Vinegar - History and Uses, NTSS Single Frame – Large Vermeil, American Association of Philatelic 

Exhibitors Gold Award of Honor. 

Jean C. Stout, Honoring "Old Glory" How to respect, care for and display our Nation's Flag, NTSS Single Frame – Large 

Vermeil.  
 

Omaha Stamp Show 2018, September 8-9, Omaha, NE 
Fran Adams, Cancellation Devices of the International Institute of Agriculture, Single Frame – Gold. 

Fran Adams, Dino Indicia, Single Frame – Gold. 
 

MILCOPEX 2018, September 14-16, Milwaukee, WI 
Robert G. Rufe, The "Special" Booklet Paper Printings of 1928, Single Frame – Grand and Large Gold. 

Alfredo Frohlich, SCADTA Ecuador Airmail 1928-1930, Gold, American Philatelic Society Medal of Excellence, 1900-

1940, American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Award of Excellence. 

 

 
 

                     Congratulations to our Exhibitor Members! 
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Two Outstanding Errors from the Jim Shaw Collection                                                        
Joseph Monteiro 
 

In 2018, two modern, outstanding errors from the Jim Shaw 

Collection of New Zealand stamps were offered for sale. One 

was a missing hologram error and the other was a perforating 

error. The former was estimated to have a value of $10,000, an 

indication of how valuable this error could be. This type of error 

also was also found on the Canadian hologram stamps printed in 

1992 which created quite a stir in the market, as a pane with this 

error was catalogued at $25,000. One well known collector in 

Canada bought 500,000 stamps in unopened packs of fifty panes 

from the Canadian Philatelic Bureau in the hope of finding a 

pane with the missing holograms. His strategy paid off as he 

found two complete panes of ten with the missing hologram and 

a few other stamps with one or more missing holograms in 

various positions on the pane of stamps. It is therefore not 

surprising why some collectors have re-coined Alexander 

Pope’s phrase ‘To err is human to forgive is divine’ into ‘To err 

is human to find is divine’. 

  

Missing Hologram 
On 21 July 1969 (New Zealand Time) man first set foot on 

the moon. The American astronaut Neil Armstrong, commander 

of Apollo 11, watched by millions of television viewers round 

the world, stepped off the ladder of the lunar module, Eagle, on 

to the moon. His first words were “That's one small step for man, 

one giant leap for mankind.” The names of Neil Armstrong and 

'Buzz' Aldrin have now become part of world history, being the 

first men to walk on the moon. To pay tribute to these astronauts, 

NZ Post celebrated the 25th anniversary of their historic moon 

landing with an historic event of its own: the launch of New 

Zealand's first hologram stamp on July 20, 1994 depicting an 

astronaut walking on the moon with the earth and New Zealand 

in the background. This $1.50 stamp was designed by Brand 

New Design and the hologram was designed by Alan Hollows, 

Wellington, NZ. The former was printed by Southern Colour 

Print, NZ using the lithographic process and the latter by 

Woodmansterne, England, in panes of 10 stamps per pane. The 

size of the stamp is 30mm x 35mm and it was perforated with a 

12 perforating gauge. 

The auction catalogue described this missing hologram error 

under lot 2328 as follows: 

“1994 $1.50 25th Anniversary Lunar Landing $1.50 sheetlet 

of 10muh: a magnificent error: each stamp with missing 

hologram (i.e. no man and no moon!), with normal (single) for 

comparison, superb muh. RPSNZ (2017) Cert. Est. $10,000.0” 

[1] 

An examination of this error sheetlet reveals the missing 

holograms on all stamps. There are no indications on scratch on 

the sheetlet indicating that the holograms were ever applied 

suggesting that the holograms were affixed and fell off. This is 

shown in the two illustrations one with the hologram and the 

other the pane with the missing holograms. 
 

 
 

 

An explanation of this error is usually attributed to one of 

these causes: the pane of stamps was not sent through the 

machine applying the holograms, so no holograms were applied; 

the pane of stamps got stuck under another pane of stamps, as a 

result the lower pane did not receive the holograms; or the pane 

of stamps went through the machine applying the holograms too 

rapidly thereby the machine not applying the holograms.  

This type of error, missing hologram, is not unique, it was 

also found on Canadian stamps where complete panes were 

found with the missing holograms or some holograms were 
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missing from some stamps on parts of the pane. A variant of this 

type of error is where a multiple hologram was applied on the 

same stamp or some holograms were misplaced on some stamps 

in the pane. Illustrations of some of these Canadian errors are 

shown in the illustration. 
 

 
 

Misperforation 
In 1982, NZ Post began issuing its first definitive pictorial 

stamps of gems, fruits and birds. The bird definitives of ten 

stamps were progressively issued over a four-year period from 

1985-89. One of these stamps, the $1 denomination, depicting 

the kokako, was issued on April 24, 1985. The kokako (Callaeas 

cinerea) is found on the North Island and is also known as the 

blue wattled crow, referring to the two blue bags which hang 

from the head of the bird with steel-grey plumage. The kokako 

grows to about 38 cm long. With two legs and a 

disproportionately long tail, it is not a good flier but tends to hop 

along branches and trunks and glide from one tree to another or 

move across the forest floor with a clumsy bounding gait. Living 

in dense pockets of kauri trees and rain forest, the kokako is 

usually hidden well away from the sight of man and feeds on 

young leaves, flowers and berries. The North Island kokako is 

now quite rare - barely surviving, in comparison to its orange-

wattled South Island cousins, and is considered by some to be 

extinct [2]. This $1 stamp was designed by J. Marshall, 

Stratford, printed by Leigh-Mardon, Australia, in panes of 50 

stamps using the lithographic process on unwatermarked paper. 

The size of the stamp is 29.4mm x 35mm and the stamp was 

perforated with a 14.25 perforating gauge.  

The misperforation error was described in the auction 

catalogue under lot 2370 as follows: 

“1987 $1 Kokako part sheet of 15 including value block with 

magnificent angled mis-perforated error affecting 

 
 

Columns 9 & 10, resulting in some double perfs & partial 

imperfs, muh. CP PC5b mentioned but unpriced. Est. $1,500.0.” 

[3] 

A close examination of the illustration indicates that there 

was a misalignment of the perforations in the second last column 

of stamps. An examination of the column of perforations 

indicates that this stamp was perforated with a 1-comb T-

perforator. Each strike of the perforator, perforated three sides 

of one column (or row) of the stamp pane and one perforation in 

the next column (or row) of the stamp pane. As a result of the 

misalignment, stamps in the ninth column and tenth column 

were affected resulting in stamps of different sizes with 

misplaced perforations. Some of these stamps have missing 
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perforations and some have a bit of an additional row of 

perforations.  

The misperforation has resulted in unique errors. The stamps 

in the 10th  column have all different shapes with part of the 

design partly missing and one additional horizontal perforation 

on the left. The stamps in the 9th column are much larger with 

the missing design of the stamps on the 10th column and some 

with missing perforation on the left side and with additional 

horizontal perforation on the right side.  

An explanation for this error is usually attributed to one of 

these causes: inappropriate movement of the printed postage 

pane of stamps or a malfunction of the perforator (electricity 

may have been turned off and then turned off). Assuming that 

the pane of stamps was perforated from the right to the left, it 

can be seen that the first strike was made correctly, then the 

paper did not move sideways correctly so when the second strike 

was made it created the misalignment of perforations. After the 

second strike, it appears that the misalignment of the paper was 

corrected automatically resulting in the pane being correctly 

perforated thereafter. One can also think of the pane of stamps 

as being perforated from left to right with the problem occurring 

in the second last strike and then the correction being made 

automatically with the list perforation strike. 

Concluding Remarks 
Finding an outstanding error is a collector’s dream. Even 

after sixty years or more as a collector Lady Fortune appears to 

have not passed my way. But I still keep on hoping to find an 

outstanding error as hope springs eternal in the human breast in 

the words of the poet, Alexander Pope. These missing hologram 

errors are easily noticeable and quite different from the correct 

designs. The only drawback to the missing hologram errors is 

we do not know how many panes of stamps with this error exist. 

Further, we do not know if the error resulted from an error in the 

printing process or because a pane of stamps or more was not 

sent for the application of the hologram. This all affects the value 

of the error. If only one pane of this error exists and it occurred 

because of some error in the printing process it is much more 

valuable. The perforating error examined is clearly a printing 

error and most likely unique. It may not be as valuable as the 

missing hologram error as  indicated in the estimated price of the 

auction catalogue, but for the faint of heart who do not like to 

take a chance clearly the perforating types of errors may be a 

more interesting sub-market of errors. The latter type of sub-

market may also be more challenging for philatelists who like an 

analysis why the error occurred. 
 

Bibliography 
 

[1] Public Stamp Auction, Jim Shaw Part 2, 17th March 2018, Mowbray 

Collectables, Sale No. 30, p.10 and cover. 
[2] Bird Definitives 1985, NZ Post, www.stamps.nzpost.co.nz. 

[3] See footnote 1, p.12 and inside back cover for illustration. 
 

 

 

 

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
Gary Denis 
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The RVS/RVT Method: An Approach to Systematically Describe 
Flaws and Errors           David Roper, Blythewood, SC 29016 

When dealing with plate varieties and similar errors, it is not 

always easy to capture and communicate a description of the 

flaw. In many cases, a flaw affects a particular area of the stamp, 

but how do you specify its location? How do you differentiate a 

flaw that affects an area in the upper left of a stamp from one 

that also affects an area in the upper left, but is a little to the right 

of the first? 

Often, this problem is addressed by making a photocopy or 

a scan or taking a picture of a stamp and marking it up (perhaps 

with a yellow marker), along with some words that, finally, 

create an imprecise description. 

Take, as example, the description provided by a seller on 

Delcampe, one of the auction sites that cater to stamp collectors. 

Here are two descriptions that the seller provided: 
 

 
 

The seller drew figures to describe the flaws. This approach 

has several disadvantages. First, it takes a lot of time and 

requires skills that not everyone has. Second, it is not conducive 

to standardization, say, to publish in a printed publication or to 

search in a database. Third, it requires that the describer have a 

good quality stamp image. The image quality becomes even 

more important if the description is intended for a printed 

publication. 

Also, in many cases a describer uses a terminology that is 

dependent on the individual’s experience and knowledge, rather 

than a set of well-defined rules. 

This article, I will describe a methodology I have developed 

to address these issues. It describes the nature and location plate 

varieties and similar errors. I will first describe the methodology 

itself. Then, I will provide a number of examples. 

RVS and RVT 
I have developed two “metrics” to describe plate defects that 

can be used together: Roper Variety Specification (RVS) and 

Roper Variety Type (RVT) 

RVS 
RVS tells us where to find an error on a stamp. Essentially, 

it is a shorthand that has the format 
 

ANNNNNN-NNNNNN 
 

A is either a F (for face or front) or R (for reverse). 

The two strings NNNNNN consist of numbers and tell us 

where on the stamp to find the error or plate flaw in question. 

The first set of numbers describes the horizontal location of the 

plate flaw relative to the lower left. The second set of numbers 

describes the vertical location of the plate flaw, again, relative to 

the lower left. I will explain using an example.  

Say you have a stamp, represented by the rectangle shown 

below. The stamp has a plate flaw in the area shown in red at the 

front of the stamp. Let’s see how to construct the RVS for this 

stamp. 
 

 
 

The first letter will be F. 

To express the horizontal location of the flaw, along the x-

axis, the complete length of the stamp is represented by 100%. 

You estimate the start and endpoints of the area affected by the 

plate flaw in terms of percentages. When you consider the 

horizontal extent of the flow, in this case, it approximately starts 

in the middle of the stamp (at the 50% mark) and ends 

approximately at the 75% mark. Hence the first set of six digits 

is 050075. The first three digits indicate the start of the plate 

flaw in relative terms: 050%. The last three digits indicate the 

end of the plate flaw, again in relative terms: 075%. 

The second set of six digits is expressed similarly, but using 

the vertical axis this time. To continue our example, the plate 

flaw starts, in relative terms, at the 70% mark and ends at the 

80% mark. Hence our second set of six digits is 070080. 

Now, putting these pieces of information together, we end 

up with the RVS F050075-070080. 

When I was determining the RVS if a stamp, I found myself 

putting down initial values using estimates and later, I refined 

them, by taking precise measurements. 

What to do for circular stamps, like the recent US stamps 

featuring different types of balls, or other, non-rectangle stamps, 

e.g. those that are triangular or even irregularly shaped, like the 

Tonga stamps? For those, I draw on piece of paper the smallest 

rectangle of a size such that all four sides of the rectangle touch 

the stamp at least on one point. Then, I use percentages, just like 

regular stamps, with respect to the sides of the rectangle. The 

lower left corner of the frame is always the start position, 

000000. The frame does not include the perforations, as shown 


