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LESOTHO: Overprintecl Stamps — Types of Varieties

Anna A. Castelino and JOSepl’l Monteiro

Overprints on stamps often provide collectors with a
bewildering number of varieties. Not surprisingly these
overprinted stamps become a focus of study. There are a number
of reasons why these varieties arise. First, the plate on which the
overprint is made often contains differences in the overprint
impression itself, i.e., the overprint impression may not be
consistent. This is because less care is usually taken in making
the overprint plate than in making the stamp to be printed as it
may be made at some post office or sub post offices rather than
by a specialized printer. Second, initial attempts of making the
overprint may not be very attractive (the font of the overprint
may not be right, the size of the font may not be right, etc.) which
leads to changes. Third, the placement of the overprint on the
stamp may not be considered right which may call for additional
changes. When all the experimentation and corrections are made
and one gets the desired overprint plate, overprint errors may
still arise because the sheet of stamps to be printed was inverted
or because the sheet of stamps was not placed correctly or
because the sheets of stamps were not all cut of the same size
(length or width).

In this article, we shall examine the first definitive set of
stamps of the Kingdom of Lesotho on which overprint varieties
were noticed. The Kingdom of Lesotho, formerly known as
Basutoland, is a small landlocked country in South Africa with
its capital at Maseru. It is bordered by the Cape Province to the
south and south-east, Natal to the north-east and the Orange Free
State to the west and south-west. The country is known as The
Mountain Kingdom. It cover an area over 11,500 square miles
with a population of about two million. Basutoland emerged as
a single polity under King Moshoeshoe I in 1822. Moshoeshoe,
a son of Mokhachane, a minor chief of the Bakoteli lineage,
formed his own clan and became a chief around 1804. Between
1821 and 1823, he and his followers settled at the Butha-Buthe
Mountain. Its evolution to 1867 followed skirmishes between
the English and the Dutch. In 1867, the last war with the Boers
ended when Moshoeshoe | appealed to Queen Victoria, who
agreed to make Basutoland a British protectorate in 1868. In
1869, the British signed a treaty at Aliwal North with the Boers
defining the boundaries of Basutoland. Basutoland gained its
independence from Britain and became the Kingdom of Lesotho
in 1966.

The first set of definitive Lesotho stamps, overprinted on the
last set of Basutoland definitive stamps, consists of eleven
values and was issued on November 1, 1966. The eleven values
are: %c, 1c, 2c, 2% ¢, 3Y%c, 5¢, 10c, 12%c, 25c¢, 50c, R1 (see
illustration). The colours of the stamps are: %.c — dark brown and
grey; 1c — deep green and grey black; 2¢c — orange and deep blue;
2%¢c — pale yellow green and rose red; 3%c — deep blue and
indigo; 5¢ — dark green and orange brown, 10c — rose violet and
deep ultramarine; 12%c — aquamarine and brown; 25c — lilac
blue and deep ultramarine; 50c deep carmine and black; R1 deep
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claret and black; and R1 colour light claret and black. The
designs on the stamps depict: 1/2c — Quiloane Hill; 1¢ — Orange
River; 2c — Mosuto Horseman; 2%.c — Basuto Household; 3%c —
Maletsunyane Falls; 5c — Herd Boy with Lesbia, 10c Pastoral
Scene; 12%c — Lancer’s Gap; 25¢ — Old Fort Leribe; 50c
Mission Cave House; and R1 Mohair. Two types watermarked
papers were used (on several of the values): the Multiple Crown
and Script CA multiple watermark; and the Multiple St. Edwards
Crown and CA multiple watermark. The stamps were printed by
“THOMAS DE LA RUE & COMPANY. LIMITED.
LONDON?” using the engraving printing process. They were
printed in panes of 60 stamps per pane (10 rows x 6 columns)
using a T comb perforator. The stamps have a 13.5x13.5
perforation except the R1 which has a perforation of 11.5x11.5.
The name of the printer appears at the bottom selvedge of the
sheet in the centre.

The overprinted name of the independent country
LESOTHO appears at the bottom left of the stamp in what
appears to be an Arial font. On commentator on the overprint
says “The frustrating thing about the Lesotho overprinting is that
it obscures information about the stamp” i.e. the name of the
design. The types of varieties in this article have been described
in four groups: I. Major Errors; 1. Watermark Varieties; Ill.
Broken Letters or Alphabets of the Overprint; and IV.
Overprinted Shifts.

I. Major Errors

So far two major error has been found on the R1 stamp. The
overprint of the name of the country has been spelt incorrectly.
The incorrect overprint reads ‘LSEOTHO’. This major error
appears to be a constant plate error. It appears that the plate with
sixty overprints was made with instance of the name spelt
incorrectly. Since this stamp appears on paper with both types of
watermarks (the Multiple Crown and Script CA multiple; and
the St Edwards Crown and CA multiple) it could be argued that
two types of major errors exist or one major error on two types
of paper. Both these types of major errors have gained catalogue
status (i.e. SC 14a and SC 20a). The second or the third major
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error shows a doubling of the name of the overprint. This error
has also achieved catalogue status. Illustration of these errors
and the normal are shown.

LA A o B A & o o o b o o g

Correct spelling

Double impression

II. Watermark Varieties

The stamps have been printed on various types of paper,
some of which were watermarked. Some philatelists treat stamps
printed on different types of watermarked paper as varieties.
Other philatelists prefer to restrict the term ‘variety’ to cases
where the watermark appears sideways or is inverted.
Regardless of one’s terminology, they all eventually receive
catalogue status. In this definitive issue, two types of watermarks
exist for some but not all the stamps. The first type of watermark,
the Multiple Crown and Script CA multiple, exists on ten values
(i.e. %c, 1c, 2c, 10c, 3%c, 5¢, 12¥%c, 25c, 50c, R1). The second
type of watermark, the St. Edwards Crown and CA multiple,
exists on six values (i.e. the 1c, 2%c, 5c, 12%c, 50c, and R1
stamps). Both types of watermarks have achieved catalogue
status. Catalogue number are for the first type: Scott 5-
14/Stanley Gibbons 110A-120A,; and for the second type: Scott
15-20/Stanley Gibbons 111B-120B).

I1I. Broken Letters

Broken letters often occur on overprinted stamps. This type
of alphabet soup of varieties can take a variety of forms. They
range from: letters in part broken in the owverprint, letters
missing, letters shifted up, down or sideways, letters in a
different font, letters in bold or italics, varying spacing between
letters, etc. Many of these varieties ultimately gain catalogue
status. Some philatelists may accept these as different varieties
and others may not. The best way of dispelling any doubts is to
enlarge or magnify the stamp ten- to twenty-fold to see if it is a
variety. Turning from the more general to the more specific, the
broken letter varieties noticed on Lesotho stamps are the broken
‘O’ variety, resulting in what appears to be a ‘C’. This variety
has topological appeal, as in mathematics there is a great
difference between a closed surface and that which is not closed
or broken. Isuspect that even Michelangelo, when drawing
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Left: uItlpIe rown and CA muitiple,
Right: St. Edwards Crown and CA multiple

Stamps with St. Edwards C

his famous painting of God and Man (the Creation of Adam),
displaying God’s finger reaching out to Man but not touching it
may have guessed its topological significance mathematically
and philosophically. Turning back from this brief digression,
there are two ‘O’ in the overprint, a source of two varieties or
three varieties (i.e. two broken ‘O’s on the same overprinted
stamp). The varieties have been recorded as ‘constant’ flaw
errors. A few illustrations with the major errors are shown
hereafter.
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IV. Overprinte(l Shifts

Should overprinted shifts be classified as different varieties?
These shifts are very similar to shifts of the coloured designs on
the stamps when multiple printing plates are used for different
colours. Overprints with different fonts usually receive
catalogue status but this is not true of overprinted shift unless the
shift is very dramatic. But the definition of ‘very dramatic’ is
quite arbitrary. Should print shifts of coloured designs (i.e. those
resulting from multiple printing plates) be treated differently as
print shifts of overprints. The former shifts appear to gain more
catalogue recognition than the latter. There does not appear to
be some magic number (print shift in millimetres) to resolve this
matter. Perforation shifts appear to have greater appeal among
philatelists, especially if it leads to other varieties such as
missing tagging.
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V. Conclusion

In this article, we have examined four types of varieties:
major errors, watermark varieties, broken letters of the overprint
and overprinted shifts. These are not the only type of varieties
that appear on postage stamps. There can be tagging varieties,
gum varieties, paper varieties, perforation varieties, etc. We
began without knowing much on these overprinted stamps. After
we purchased a set of these stamps, we decided that there could
be some interesting varieties. So began our research. Like
Sheldon Cooper in the Big Bang Theory who decided to have
‘Fun with Flags’, so with stamps you can have ‘Fun with
Stamps’. Collectors can also have fun by collecting:
cancellations, colour varieties, etc. Nonetheless, we want to
emphasize that collectors should take an educational and
analytical approach to the examination and study of stamps. It
will make your hobby, much more interesting and enjoyable.&
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EFOs of the 1973 Prog’ress in Electronics -A Follow-Up

John M. Hotchner

L* fube
g! Progress in Electronics

Figure 1

David Hunt’s well illustrated article in the last issue sent me
to my file folder on this issue. Some of the items he showed |
knew about; others were new to me. And | found | had some
items he did not show; enough to do this article.

The four stamps in Figure 1 are the normal stamps for this
issue (Scott #1500-02, C86). David showed missing colors and
shifted colors. In Figure 2 are two major misperfs on the 6¢ and
8c. Are there misperfs for the 11¢ and 15¢? Perhaps an EFOCC
Member can come up with one or both?

Figure 2 7

Most of David’ items were misregistered colors, and mine
are as well. In Figure 3 is a spectacular block of 15 of the 6¢,

Showing a marked downward misregistration of the black
lettering and value. But the block also gives a clue as to what
might have caused it. Note that there is a paper crease starting
below stamp 12 and going through stamps 13, 14, 9, 10, and the
lower right corner of 5. This crease happened between the
printing of the litho colors (which are normal) and the printing
of the engraved black lettering and value. The crease was closed
during printing of the black, so that when opened up, it is clear
that black elements are split on several stamps; most obviously
in stamp 9.

Figure 4.

Figure 5.

My only additional 8¢, shown in Figure 4, is a moderate shift
rightward of the intaglio black. On the 11¢ misregistration, right
stamp in Figure 5, the black lettering and red 11¢ value are both
shifted down and to the right.

The intaglio print is where it is supposed to be on the left
stamp in Figure 5, but the 11¢ is doubled. Look underneath the
normal 11¢ for what is a ghost image of another 11¢; likely
caused by a tagging roller offset.

I have nothing to add to the 15¢ items David showed. | have
different degrees of misregistration between litho and intaglio
colors, but nothing entirely new. &
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PF Announces $10 Grading Special

Scott #11 Graded 100J  Scott #17 Graded 100 Scott #233 Graded 98J Scott #313 Graded 98

Many EFO collectors also own extremely fine and superb United States stamps which
have received PF Certificates over the years, but have never had them graded. With the
growing market for graded stamps, the PF is offering a special limited time discount rate of
$10 for each stamp submitted for grading which the PF has previously certified as genuine at
any time from 2006 to date. Even better, at the time of submission, you will be able to
designate the minimum numerical grade you believe the stamp should receive. If it is
awarded the requested grade, you will receive a replacement certificate with the original date
and the grade on the certificate. In the event our expert staff determines your designated
grade is too high, your stamp will be returned and it will not receive a graded certificate. At
$10 per stamp, be sure to take advantage of this limited time offer which is good through the
end of this year.

To maximize your savings and reduce the expense of mailing and handling, forward
a submission of a number of your highest quality stamps together with their ungraded
certificates. Even better, stop by and bring them to our offices next time you’re in New York.
Whether by mail or in person, all you need do is mark the instruction box on the PF’s
submission form “Grading Special” and send the stamps with their certificates. You can
down load a submission form on our website: www.philatelicfoundation.org.

So act now and get your highest quality stamps graded with replacement certificates
for those with ungraded certificates issued by the PF from 2006 to date. For almost 75 years,
the PF has issued the most reliable and authoritative certificates in all of philately. Now 1is
the right time to enjoy peace of mind with graded PF Certificates for only a nominal cost.
Any questions? Call our Executive Director, Larry Lyons at 212-221-6555, or email lly-
ons@philatelicfoundation.org. You’ll be glad you did!

COLLECT WITH CONFIDENCE—WITH A PF CERTIFICATE

The Philatelic Foundation
22 East 35th Street, 4th Floor

New York, NY 10016
Phone: 212-221-6555 Web: www.philatelicfoundation.org
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EFOs of the 1973 Bicentennial Communicators

1973 was a good year for EFOs as they can be found on
many of that year’s stamp issues. The American Bicentennial
Issue “Communicators in Colonial Times”, Scott 1476-1479, is
no exception. The stamps were printed on the Giori press at the
Bureau of Printing and Engraving. The first two, Scott 1476 and
1477, used only the intaglio portion of the press. They were
printed in three colors, but the Giori press was able to do that
using just one engraved plate so color misregistration is not
possible. Misregistration of the perforations definitely was
possible, however, as shown in Figure 1, a nicely misperforated
plate block of Scott 1476 showing the printing of a pamphlet.
The misperforation is such that the plate number is captured
inside the upper left stamp and the top two stamps are almost
missing the red inscription at the bottom. Figure 2 is another
example of this stamp but with the perforations shifted down.
This stamp came from the bottom row of the pane so the shift
has removed the ‘US8c’ from the stamp so that it is a
‘denomination missing’ and a ‘blue color missing” example.
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Figure 2

Figure 3 shows a plate block of the next stamp in the set,
Scott 1477 “Posting a Broadside” with a two-way
misperforation. The perforations are shifted down and right on
the block, but on the single shown in Figure 4, the perforations
are shifted up and right. Another type of EFO, a tagging ghost,
is shown in Figure 5. Most tagging ghosts that you see will have
a very small shift from the original image, but this stamp has
quite a large shift. The ghost of the 8’ is displaced slightly more
than its own height so it sits right below the original. The red
legend at the bottom of the stamp has the same displacement so
it appears at the top of the stamp (ghosted from the stamp above).

The last two stamps of the set are also printed in three-color
intaglio but have the addition of a single color lithographed
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David Hunt
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Figure 6

background. Since the lithographed color was printed at a
separate station on the Giori press it opened the possibility of
color misregistration. Figure 6 shows two examples of Scott
1478, ‘Postrider’, where the lithographed background is
properly aligned with the perforations but the intaglio colors are
shifted down. The right stamp in the figure is from the top row
of the pane so the red legend is present only as tiny bits in the
perforation teeth at the bottom edge of the stamp. The reverse
case, where the perforations are aligned with the intaglio colors
and the background lithographed color is shifted, is shown in
Figure 7. The two copies show differing shifts of the green
background. A nice combination of the intaglio colors shifted
down with tagging ghosts shifted up is shown in Figure 8. It is
nice to find two different types of EFO occurring on the same
stamp.
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