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From Your Editor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to our 2020 Valentine’s Day issue. 

This is the time of the year when we celebrate love, in this 

case, our love for the EFOs we own and hope to own. To 

celebrate, head to your favorite area where you spend time with 

your stamps, and shut out all interruptions, and attempt to reach 

your personal nirvana. Now, isn’t that a wonderful idea! 

I had particular fun preparing this issue, since, in addition to 

our regulars, we also have an article by Dr. Stanley Robboy, on 

a subject that is a favorite of mine, the 24¢ stamp depicting John 

Trumbull’s “Declaration of Independence” – which, Dr. Robboy 

points out, does not depict the signing ceremony, but rather it’s 

presentation by a five-man committee to the Continental 

Congress – never too late to learn something new. Scott 120 is 

out of my budget range -at least a respectable copy is-, but it is 

fun to read the article and learn about its creation, controversies 

and all the essays that exist. Maybe one day I’ll settle for an 

essay! 

Fortunately, the painting has been used on stamps several 

times, not only on the reprint (Scott 130), but also on Scott 1687 

and Scott 1794. Come to think of it, I wonder how the Post 

Office managed to use the same subject on two different issues 

so close to each other. There must be a story behind that. And, 

of course, the $2 bill has the same subject on its back. One of my 

plans is to buy 4 uncut $2 bills from the U.S. mint and mount 

them side-by-side with stamps. Here is a picture of the $2 bill 

from the Wikipedia website: 
 

 
 

Until next time, enjoy the hunt! 
 

Cemil 
 

 

 
 

Letters to the Editor 
James Nance writes: I have a pretty good collection of 

EFOs. It includes mostly imperf error pairs and has some 

color omitted errors. Most are in the $100-$300 range. I 

have a few rarer ones like a block of four of the 1988 

Arctic Explorers black omitted. I’m not wealthy but I just 

love collecting and knowing about these. The Datz error 

catalog has the basics, but it’s fun and sometimes 

necessary to know more details about specific issues. For 

example: Take the 1973 Copernicus yellow omitted error. 

Datz says each example has an APS certificate and this is 

proof of genuine stamps. However, each of these have 

JCs on the back or so I have been told. But now there are 

apparently genuine stamps with PF certs, and they have 

no JCs on the back from what I understand. So, there are 

more than 100 genuine stamps than Datz indicates – 

unless one wants to argue with the PF. 

 

  Best wishes, 

  James 
 

P.S. It would certainly ne interesting if one sent his PF-

certed Copernicus to the APS for certification and see if 

an APS cert is issued! 
 

Editor’s note: Please send me any comments on James’ 

assertion regarding the presence of JCs and any related 

information on the Copernicus issue. I will share the 

information in a future issue. Also, apologies for the 

delayed publication of this letter! 
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ALL CONTENTS COPYRIGHTED © 2020 BY THE EFO COLLECTORS’ CLUB. 
Authors and contributors have express permission to reuse of their material elsewhere. Except for 

material reprinted herein, or material individually copyrighted by the author, material herein may be 

reprinted elsewhere as long as full credit is given to The EFO Collector, citing the issue date and 

number and giving the address of the EFOCC Secretary.  The EFO Collector is published 

quarterly, in March, June, September and December. The submission deadline for any issue is the 

15th of the month preceding the issue, e.g. 2/15, 6/15, 8/15 and 11/15. Send or e-mail editorial 

material directly to the Editor. Sample copies of The EFO Collector are available for $3 from the 

Secretary.  Membership includes subscription to The EFO Collector. Membership fees are as 

follows: 

 Members with 
addresses in the U.S. or 

Canada 

Members with  
addresses elsewhere 

One year’s dues $20.00 $40.00 
One year membership renewal $20.00 $40.00 

Life membership $350.00† $500.00 
 

Please make membership renewal checks to “EFOCC” and mail to Treasurer. Charges can be paid 

via PayPal, subject to a $2 convenience fee, e-mail Secretary for details. [†] $300 for those 65 or 

olde. 
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President Wayne Youngblood    WYStamps@gmail.com 
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Vice-President Cemil Betanov     CemilB@optonline.net 

153 Claudy Lane, New Hyde Park, NY 11040 

Phone: (516) 849-6604 

Auction Director David Hunt     dhhunt@ptd.net 
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107 Mount Rainier Rd, Effort, PA 18330 

Phone: (570) 807-3733 

Advertising Director Edward A. Kennedy    moek78@msn.com 

107 Mount Rainier Rd, Effort, PA 18330 

Phone: (570) 807-3733 

EFOCC Member Post Submission Form  

Every EFOCC member is entitled to three free 35 word listings per year in the EFOCC Member Post. To use your free listing, please complete this form, and mail it to the 
Editor. If you wish, you can also e-mail your request to the Editor. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________ 

Help With Members’ New Projects Submission Form  

If you would like a free listing in The EFO Collector to help you with a new EFO project, please complete this form and mail it to the Editor. If you wish, you can also e-mail 

your request to the Editor. 

I am looking for 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name, address, e-mail: 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Advertising Rates 
 Per Issue Contract 4 Issues 

Full page in color $100.00 $328.00 

Half page in color $80.00 $280.00 

Quarter page in color $65.00 $244.00 

Cover location in color $125.00 $400.00 

2 page center spread in color $150.00 $450.00 
 

Single insertion advertisements and from those who are not APS Members 

must be fully prepaid. Four-issue contract rate advertisers will be invoiced in 

full upon publication of their first ad. 20% discount for black & white 
advertising. The deadline for ad copy is the 15th of the month preceding the 

issue. General advertisement inquiries should be directed to the Advertising 

Director at moek78@msn.com. Advertisement copy related inquiries should 
be directed to the Editor. Ad payments should be directed to Treasurer. 

Please make checks payable to “EFOCC”. 
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Exhibiting EFOCC Members 
 

OKPEX 2019, June 28-29, Midwest City, OK 
Anthony F. Dewey, A Postal History of Hartford, Connecticut as US Post Office: 1792-1897, Grand & Large Gold, Postal 

History Society Post Horn Award. 

Alfredo Frohlich, The United States of Colombia 1868-1881, Large Gold, American Philatelic Society Pre-1900 Medal. 

Anthony F. Dewey, The ‘H’ Rate-Change Stamps of 1998 Depicting “Uncle Sam’s Hat”, Single Frame – Gold, American 

Philatelic Society Post-1990 Award. 

Arthur J. Cole, Snoopy Loves to Get Mail, Silver. 
 

APS StampShow/ATA National Topical Stamp Show 2019, August 1-4, Omaha, NE 
Anthony F. Dewey, A Postal History of Hartford, Connecticut as US Post Office: 1792-1897, World Series of Philately 

Prix d’Honneur. 

Alfredo Frohlich, Delaware Postal History 1773-1847, World Series of Philately Prix d’Honneur. 

Charles J. O’Brien III, Frank Lloyd Wright- First Days and Usage of the 2 cent Issue, World Series of Philately Prix 

d’Honneur. 

John Hotchner, World Rarities & Uniquities, Court of Honor. 

Robert Rufe, The “Special” Booklet Paper Printings of 1928, Court of Honor. 

Charles J. O’Brien III, New York World’s Fair 1939, StampShow: Large Gold, American First Day Cover Society Struck 

Medallion of Winged Globe. 

Charles J. O’Brien III, The Eagle Has Landed, StampShow: Large Gold, American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors 

Creativity Award, Space Unit Award. 

Anthony F. Dewey, The United Nations Precancel, 1952-1958, StampShow: Gold. 

Wayne Youngblood, Lost Almost: The Los Alamos, N.M. Post Office and WWII, StampShow: Large Vermeil. 

Dawn R. Hamman, Backyard Chickens- Raising Chickens at Home, Then and Now, NTSS: Reserve Grand and Large 

Gold, American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Award of Excellence Epilogue. 

Anthony F. Dewey, The ‘H’ Rate-Change Stamps of 1998 Depicting “Uncle Sam’s Hat”, StampShow: Single Frame - 

Gold. 

Alfredo Frohlich, Prisoners of War Mail - Fort Delaware 1862-1865, StampShow: Single Frame - Large Vermeil. 

Fran Adams, The Leticia Incident, NTSS: Single Frame - Large Gold. 

Dawn R. Hamman, When Ostrich Plumes Were All the Rage, NTSS: Single Frame - Gold. 

Jean C. Stout, The Display and Proper Use of the U.S. Flag - Honoring Old Glory!,  NTSS: Single Frame – Gold, 

Americana Unit Award. 

Fran Adams, The Leticia Incident, NTSS: Single Frame - Large Gold. 

Fran Adams, The Hague Peace Conference of 1899 - Postcards of the Conference, Literature: Handbooks - Large 

Vermeil. 

Wayne Youngblood, Topical Time, Literature: Philatelic Journals & Periodicals - Large Gold. 
 

SEAPEX 2019, September 13-15, Tukwila, WA 
Alfredo Frohlich, Delaware Postal History 1773-1847, Large Gold, Grand Award, American Philatelic Congress Award, 

American Philatelic Society Medal of Excellence Pre-1900, Postal History Society Medal, United States Cancellation Club 

Award. 

Dawn R. Hamman, When Ostrich Plumes Were All the Rage, Single Frame: Large Gold, American Association of 

Philatelic Exhibitors Creativity Award, American Topical Association Topicals One Frame Award. 
 

MILCOPEX 2019, September 20-22, Milwaukee, WI 
 Anthony F. Dewey, A Postal History of Hartford, Connecticut, Large Gold, MILCOPEX Grand Award, American 

Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Award of Excellence Epilogue. 

Anthony F. Dewey, The “D” Rate-Change Stamps of 1985, Single Frame: Large Gold, MILCOPEX Best Single Frame, 

APS Post-1980 Medal. 

Alfredo Frohlich, Colombia – First Perforated Issue – 1883, Large Gold, APS pre-1900 Medal. 

Alfredo Frohlich, Replating Colombia's 1861 1 Peso Stamp, Single Frame: Gold. 

   

                     Congratulations to our Exhibitor Members! 

 



 

For peace of mind, your EFOs deserve the best expert review.  

Collect with Confidence-with a PF Certificate   

 PF Certifies Inverted Jenny 
Center Line Block 

 Over the last 75 years, the PF has issued Certificates for 88 
of the 100 stamps from the original error sheet of the 
“upside down airplane stamp,” including all six of the exist-
ing blocks of four. Most recently it certified the unique    
center line block. It was sold at auction this past summer. 

The PF is the only expertizing service in the United States 
with a full-time staff of in-house experts. Each submission is 
reviewed by three of our staff with the support of the latest 
high-tech equipment. The result? The most authoritative 
and respected opinions in our hobby today! 
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overprinted stamps, as a result the gap between SERVICE and 

FARIDKOT STATE is very noticeable. These Queen Victoria 

stamps and the stamps for official use are shown in the 

illustrations. 

Flaws or Errors on British India Stamps of Faridkot 
One source states “The errors in the Faridkot stamps are 

fortunately few.”  A brief description of the well known flaws or 

errors is given hereafter with some illustrations hereafter:  

1)  ½ a to 1R – Flawed overprint with ‘FARIDKCT’ instead 

of ‘FARIDKOT’. In the overprint ‘KCT’ appears instead of 

‘KOT’. It is a constant flaw with one stamp misspelled in each 

sheet of 240 stamps. It has been reported that this flaw occurred 

on the - 8th printing of this stamp and 200 errors of this stamp 

exist on all values. I suspect that the master plate used in the 8th 

printing was defective. If it is not a constant error, it is likely that 

the master plate got damaged during the printing of some of the 

sheets and a part of the letter O broke off resulting in the letter 

C.  

2) ?a  –  Flawed overprint with a  small ‘A’ in FARIDKOT 

. The source that reported this flaw indicates that the small A  is 

likely to be because of a broken type.  

3) ?a  –  Flawed overprint with a  shorter TAT in 

FARIDKOT STATE. The source that reported this flaw 

indicates that the TAT alphabets are shorter than the other 

alphabets in the overprint. It is believed that it came from the 6th 

printing. 

4)   6a  –  Flawed overprint with an ‘I’ before ‘STATE’. In 

the overprint ‘I’ appears before STATE.  

5)   6a  –  Flawed overprint with missing ‘F’ in ‘FARIDOT’. 

This stamp with the flawed overprint was offered for sale by 

Grosvenor Auctions (page 126).  

6)   6a  –  Flawed overprint ‘SERYIOE’  instead of 

SERVICE. ‘Y’ appears instead of ‘V’ and ‘O’ appears instead 

of ‘C’ in the overprint on the 6 annas stamp. The source that 

reported this flaw indicates that this error is rare.  

7)   ?a  –  Flawed overprint with a curious shaped ‘C’ in the 

overprint SERVICE. The source that reported this flaw indicates 

that its curious shaped C is likely to be because of a broken type.  

8)   6a  –  Flawed overprint with missing ‘E’ in ‘SERVICE’ 

(i.e. the last E in SERVICE). It has been described in Scott  as 

#O8b (2018, Value $4,500.00). Unused, HR, Fine. 6a Victoria 

with missing "E" in service. A 2018 PF Cert. #552329 states "the 

overprint is counterfeit." 

9) ½ a  – Flawed overprint with "SEP.VICE" (broken "R") 

and "KCT" (broken "O"),  Stanley Gibbons describes this flaw 

as follows: “1887-98 ½a deep green, left marginal block of 4 

from Dec 1898 printing R3-4/1-2, showing varieties 

"SEP.VICE" (broken "R") and "KCT" (broken "O") se-tenant on 

lower pair, o.g. (varieties unmounted). Stains on reverse of 

margin, and R4/2 with minor crease, neither affecting fine fresh 

appearance. Only 51 sheets printed, and rare in such a block. Ex 

Sturton, formerly with RPS cert 31,990 (not present).” 

10) 1a – Flawed overprint with FARIDKOT STATE double. 

This flaw was described as follows: “India FARIDKOT State 

1903-6 QV 1a OVERPRINT DOUBLE, ONE ALBINO MNH 

block SG O2c.” 

11)  2a and 6a  –  Flawed overprint with placement of the 

‘SERVICE’ overprint higher than the normal service overprint 

on stamps creating a larger space between the two overprints 

SERVICE and FARIDKOT SATE. As a result, the space 

between the two overprints is very noticeable, so noticeable that 

the two types of overprints have received special catalogue 

status in some catalogues. It is more noticeable on stamps where 

the FARIDKOT OVERPRINT appears slightly higher. This 

spaced flaw variety is likely to exist on the other nine values. 

12)   6a  –  Flawed overprint with ‘SERVICE’ overprint 

badly shifted to the left. As a result, part of the overprint ‘SE’ 

appears on the right side of the stamp. 

13)  ½ a to 1R – Flawed overprints with PRINT SHIFTS of 

one or more of the overprints (i.e., SERVICE or/and 

FARIDKOT STATE). Many of these print shifts are small, 

sometimes to the right or left and sometimes higher or lower, 

nevertheless they are noticeable.  

Notwithstanding, the limited number of flaws described 

above there are stamps with shades of colour. These have been 

noted on most values and some have even achieved catalogue 

status for example the 6 annas (bistre brown; and olive brown) 

and the 8 annas (mauve; and magenta).  

Concluding Remarks 
In this article, the flaws on British India stamps overprinted 

for use in Faridkot State in the Punjab were reviewed. Not many 

flaws have been found confirming the opinion of one writer that 

few flaws exist (a more detailed listing of flaws can be found in 

some specialized catalogues). This does not imply that the study 

of early Indian postage stamps is easy as this was one of the 

Conventional Indian States where very few overprinted stamps 

of British India were issued. The study can be advanced further 

by reviewing the placement of the two overprints in relation to 

each other. Once again, as has been stated in our other earlier 

article, one should take an analytical and educational approach 

to the study of philately, it makes the study much more 

interesting. 
 

Footnotes & Bibliography 
 

[1] The convention states of India were: 1, Chamba (1887–1948); 2. Faridkot 

(feudatory from 1879–1887; convention from 1887 to 1901); 3. Gwalior (1885–

1948); 4. Jhind (feudatory 1874 – 1885; convention from 1885); 5. Nabha 

(1885–1948); and 6. Patiala (1884–1947).. 

[2] Suzerainty  is defined as a position of control by a sovereign or state over 
another state that is internally autonomous. See Historical Account of Faridkot 

State, ByAmarjit Singh Dhillon (Dr.). 

[3] Id. 
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Illustrations of Flaws or Errors on Faridkot Postal Stamps 
 

 
   

KCT Flaw KCT Flaw KCT Flaw KCT Flaw 

 

    
KCT Flaw KCT Flaw KCT Flaw ‘ISTATE’ Flaw 

 

    
Missing “E” in SERVICE Missing “F” in FARIDKOT SERVICE–Overprint badly 

shifted 
Spacing small 

 

 

 

   
Spacing small with Print Shift Spacing large Normal Print Print Shift of SERVICE 

 

 
 

  

Normal Print Print Shift of ‘FARIDKOT 

STATE’ 
Normal Print Colour Shade 

 

https://www.philbansner.com/postalstamps/061172.jpg
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjV4-3w39zhAhUCrxoKHXTiCxoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://stampauctionnetwork.com/GA/ga12644.cfm&psig=AOvVaw2e2M2LpQDNv_Ai9_WqhcT_&ust=1555783600776626
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https://www.stanleygibbons.com/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/i/c/ics-faridkot-1887-98-sgo11var-official-_0.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.stanleygibbons.com/ics-faridkot-1887-98-sgo11var-official-commonwealth-world-stamps-stamps-p167010052.html&docid=IeX0lmfdy1R4-M&tbnid=0LrBXPnLMkbbaM:&vet=10ahUKEwiq3MmX4tzhAhXNwqYKHakSBGwQMwhpKB4wHg..i&w=258&h=291&itg=1&bih=780&biw=1483&q=postage%20stamps%20of%20Faridkot%20state&ved=0ahUKEwiq3MmX4tzhAhXNwqYKHakSBGwQMwhpKB4wHg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjXstjot9zhAhUIZ1AKHb8dCR4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://colnect.com/en/stamps/stamp/549885-Queen_Victoria-Faridkot-India_Princely_States&psig=AOvVaw3yzeTIJB9wEtW3xcRZ1VoD&ust=1555772814240471
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stampexindia.com/image/categories/14697298521.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.stampexindia.com/category.php?subCatId=66&docid=REumDBJhbeiczM&tbnid=GMdHp8AG6Jl2_M:&vet=10ahUKEwiq3MmX4tzhAhXNwqYKHakSBGwQMwhuKCMwIw..i&w=208&h=237&itg=1&bih=780&biw=1483&q=postage%20stamps%20of%20Faridkot%20state&ved=0ahUKEwiq3MmX4tzhAhXNwqYKHakSBGwQMwhuKCMwIw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://colnect.com/en/stamps/stamp/549902-Queen_Victoria-Faridkot-India_Princely_States
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"SEP.VICE" (broken "R") and "KCT" Flaws FARIDKOT STATE double Flaw 

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Doubling of Plate Finishers’ Initials                                     David Hunt 
Two people are involved in making a printing plate from the master die. The 

siderographer uses a press to make the transfer roll from the master die and then lays out 

the images on the plate using the transfer roll. Then the plate finisher smooths out any 

marks from the transfer roll and burnishes any scratches. Starting in 1906 with Scott 319 

up to Scott 650 in 1928 it was the practice for both the siderographer and plate finisher to 

put their initials on the plate. This was done only on flat plates and on most, but not all of 

them. The initials appear once on each plate, so they are rarer than plate numbers which 

could occur up to eight times on a plate. 

The siderographer had a press available to impress his initials but the plate finisher 

did not and so had to use a hand-held punch. He may have hit the punch more than once 

in order to make a good impression and it is\possible that the punch ‘bounced’ between 

hammer blows resulting in the doubling of the initials seen on the illustrated stamp. I don’t 

know how common doubled initials were, but I suspect their survival rate is low as 

collectors did not save them like they did plate numbers. 

W.E.S. are the initials of plate finisher Walter E. Spring.  
 

Reference: Initials of Siderographers and Plate Finishers by John S. Meek, The United 

States Specialist, October 1968. 
 

 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 
 

Great American Stamp Show – August 20-23 – Hartford, CT 

 

As many of you are aware, the American Philatelic Society, 

in partnership with the American Topical Association and the 

American First Day Cover Society, will be sponsoring the Great 

American Stamp Show. Your Board is considering whether to 

hold a meeting as well as hosting a booth. The reason for having 

a booth is to recruit new members as well as answer any 

questions related to the EFOCC, both from members and 

potential members. The show organizers’ expectation is that the 

booth would be staffed at least 80% of the time 

We need members who can help and hope that you can help 

out with any aspect of EFOCC’s participation. This could be 

staffing the EFOCC booth for a few hours, providing input into 

and helping out with the organization of the meeting, providing 

publicity by sending out emails and postcards to potentially 

interested collectors, helping out with communications related 

to the show. You tell us how you can and wish to contribute. 

If you are able to help or just wish to tell us that you will 

attend the Show or the EFOCC meeting, please drop a note to 

Dave Hunt or Cemil Betanov, by email or snail mail, to their 

addresses listed on page 4. 

We will provide additional details on EFOCC’s show 

presence in the next two issues due before the Show.  

 

Will you attend the 

Great American Stamp 

Show? Can you help out? 

Please let us know. 
 



 

The EFO Collector | www.efocc.org  October-December 2019 |  12 

 

   

The United States Bicolored Postage Issues of 1869 
Focusing on the 24¢ Stamp Depicting John Trumbull’s Painting 
of the Declaration of Independence                              Stanley J. Robboy 

 

We all collect for different reasons. Physician portraits on 

stamps fascinate me. This hobby affords me to learn about 

history in general and specifically the history of medicine, the 

technical process by which stamps are made, and to experience 

the inherent beauty of the stamps, especially the freaks, errors, 

and inverts. This essay concentrates on the historically important 

1869 series, the first bicolor-ever production of a United States 

stamp. It features John Trumbull’s oil painting, which contrary 

to the popular belief that it depicts the signing ceremony of the 

Declaration of Independence, is actually a romanticized 

imaginary image of the five-man committee presenting their 

draft of the Declaration to the Continental Congress [1], an event 

that took place on June 28, 1776. The Declaration had 56 

signatories [2]. The painting portrays 47 of them, all of whom 

the tiny engraving captured (Figure 1). The signatories included 

five physicians, three of whom appear in the stamp (Josiah 

Bartlett of New Hampshire, Benjamin Rush of Pennsylvania, 

and Oliver Wolcott of Connecticut) and two who were not 

(Matthew Thornton of New Hampshire and Lyman Hall of 

Georgia). 
 

 
Figure 1. 

 

Most of the illustrations shown are from past auctions 

conducted at the Siegel Galleries in New York City during the 

past half century (and reprinted with their permission) or in my 

personal collection. Much of the narrative comes directly from 

the Siegel catalogue prepared for the March 15, 2016 sale of the 

Don David Price collection of United States Bicolored Postage 

Issues of 1869, 1873 and 1901 [3]. 

The 1869 pictorial issue was a transformative set of stamps 

created during a period of historic transition. The Civil War had 

ended four years earlier. President Johnson’s postmaster general, 

Alexander Randall, began the process to design the 1869 

Pictorial stamps with their novel shapes and imagery, and John 

A. J. Creswell, Ulysses S Grant’s new postmaster general, 

completed them. Surprisingly, the public spurned the 1869’s, 

which the 1870 Issue, bearing the traditional portraits of 

statesmen, war heroes and Founding Fathers, quickly replaced. 

Controversy also mired the four-year 1868 printing contract. 

Four security printers had submitted bids: the American Bank 

Note Company (prior to consolidation), Butler & Carpenter (the 

successor firm to Toppan, Carpenter & Co. and printers of 

revenue stamps since 1862), George T. Jones, and the National 

Bank Note Company (the contract printers since 1861). In July 

1868 the Post Office Department awarded the contract to 

National, despite Butler & Carpenter’s lower bid. 

During the bidding process, National argued they should 

win the contract based on their ability to grill stamps, using 

Charles F. Steel’s patented grilling machine, and since Butler & 

Carpenter lacked fireproof production and storage facilities. In 

fact, just four years later, Butler’s Philadelphia plant—the Dr. D. 

Jayne & Son building, named for the patent medicine 

manufacturer—burned to the ground. 

Butler & Carpenter vigorously protested the Post Office 

Department’s decision for months. It is also possible that Butler 

firm was behind a public smear campaign to discredit the 

stamps. Contemporary articles criticized the 1869’s shapes, 

designs and especially the adhesive gum’s unreliability. 

By September 1869 the decision had been made to replace 

the 1869 Pictorial stamps with a new, more conventional issue. 

The postmaster general’s report (November 15, 1870) explains 

that the 1869’s failed to give satisfaction to the public, on 

account of their small size, their unshapely form, the 

“inappropriate designs, the difficulty of cancelling the stamps 

efficiently, and the inferior gum quality used in the 

manufacturing process.” Considering the exalted position the 

1869 Pictorial Issue has occupied in philately for nearly 150 

years, it is remarkable that these stamps elicited such negative 

comments from officials and the public. 

The 1869 Pictorial Designs  
The Postal Reform movement of the 1840’s and 50’s and 

Reconstruction intended to help the war-torn nation heal;  

images of America’s past and symbols of forward-looking 

communication played parts in the symbolic imagery chosen for 

the 1869 designs. 

Unlike their predecessors, the ten 1869 stamps were 

designed in an almost square format. The final 1¢ through 12¢ 

values were printed in sheets of 300—two panes of 150—instead 

of the regular 200-stamp sheet format. The final 15¢, 24¢, 30¢ 

and 90¢ values were printed in sheets of 100 in two colors, 

requiring separate plates and printing for the frame and vignette 

colors. All of the stamps were to be grilled. 

portraits: Three of the ten final 1869 stamps had traditional 

nklin, 6¢ Washington and 90¢ Lincoln, the highest the 1¢ Fra


